
Welcome to our Autumn newsletter. We are almost at half term and lots of activities have          
already taken place in school. Perhaps the most exciting is the news that Danielle Cross has won 
Outstanding New Teacher of the Year Award which is a tremendous achievement – we are very 
proud of her! The awards evening was held at Carlisle race course  on Saturday 8th October with 
250 guests.  Winners were kept secret and announced on the night. Miss Cross was shortlisted 
from a long list of nominations and was chosen as the winner partly because the judges felt she 
has achieved a huge amount aged just 23!  
 
Since she arrived at school two years ago Miss Cross has been a dynamic force both on and off 
the netball court. Almost all the girls (and some of the boys!) play netball regularly which is a    
testament to her enthusiasm. Miss Cross said she was surprised and overwhelmed to win. She 
had not intended to go into teaching, but like many in the profession, once in a school it’s          
impossible to imagine doing anything else! There is no doubting her energy and commitment to 
the school and everyone is encouraged to take part in PE. The school has supported Dani to 
achieve her qualified teacher status which was completed at the end of the summer term. I am 
sure this is the beginning of a very successful career – well done, Dani. 
 
And in another piece of exciting news, baby Woodman has arrived – see inside for the news and 
a picture!  
 
Remember you can keep up with all the news on our Facebook page. Please do take the time to 
let us know what you think and complete the parent survey emailed recently. 

To complete the survey there are two options. 
Complete the Ofsted Parent View survey on https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 
Complete the same survey, which is totally anonymous, on https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BSTZZ5G 

We are always looking for ways to improve what we do – so please do get in touch with any questions or comments. 
With best wishes, 
 
Judith Schafer 
Headteacher 

 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BSTZZ5G


New GCSE Geography this year! 

Not many pupils get to study geography with the coast on their doorstep! This year we have started a brand new course at Solway and both 

groups were able to spend a short time at the coast, bringing classroom theory to life.   

Pupils were given the challenge to find out which direction longshore drift was taking place. They were also able to look at coastal management 

that has been put into place, such as groynes and sea walls.  Beautiful weather too! 

Weather forecast 

In Spanish this term, both year 8 classes have been learning about weather. To test out their knowledge we decided to create our own 

weather forecasts. In groups, students wrote their own scripts, designed their own weather symbol props and became weather forecasters 

for a lesson. Using the green screen, students presented the weather for various Spanish cities. Although slightly nervous to start, everyone 

was fantastic. We were amazed at how real they ended up looking! Everyone was particularly fond of each other’s props - including the 

snowballs and rain! 



Year 7 Residential  29
th

 and 30
th

 September   

Things didn’t look too promising with the weather forecast for our annual year 7 trip: heavy rain 

and high winds.  

Fortunately, we had planned to spend Thursday getting wet anyway, and the staff at Hawesend 

kitted us all out with wetsuits, wellies and waterproofs for ghyll scrambling and canoeing on 

Derwentwater. There was a lot of water going down the ghyll, which made it exciting for the   

instructors who had to make sure no one got carried away, and the wind was blowing hard on 

the lake. The hailstorms that came over in the afternoon were really spectacular with  

pea-sized hailstones bouncing off our helmets! 

After everyone had changed (and the disorganised few had discovered that they hadn’t got dry 

socks or pants), we set off for Skiddaw House. Leaving the minibuses at Latrigg, we set off 

walking up the track and into the hills to a chorus of “How far is it now?” every five minutes. An 

hour and a half later, we arrived at the hostel in the dark and were welcomed by the wardens 

who had lit the wood-burning stove for us, and everyone settled in to their bunk rooms before a tea of spaghetti bolognaise cooked by the 

teacher masterchefs. After games in the lounge, bed time was surprisingly early as everyone had had an energetic day. 

The next day started wet, with ominous clouds over Skiddaw, but we set off to get to the top anyway.  

 

On the way down the cloud cleared up and the sun came out, but it was still cold and no one 

wanted to sit around for long to eat their  

sandwiches. All of us were glad to get back to the buses and there were a lot who fell asleep 

on the way home. 

All in all, it was a great way to get to know each other and do something challenging.  

Skiddaw House is a wonderful place to get away from it all. 

A big thankyou to Mr Green, Mr Davies and Miss Dakers for taking the students away for 

such a good experience. 

 

 

 

 

 





On Monday 3
rd

 October the REACT Foundation came into school to deliver a show for Years 7, 8 and 9. The show was Danger, High Voltage! 

and looked at how electricity works, the dangers associated with electricity, how fire is generated and how to use a Van Der Graaf.  

The students and staff all had fun during the interactive show, in particular Mr Schafer who had to get up and light a fire using just electricity, 

and Kenia and Ryan who had to act out what to do if they were struck by lightning!! 

Coming up in Science this term we have a STEM ambassador show at West Lakes Academy, and a trip to the Life Centre Science Museum in 

Newcastle in December. We also have a new STEM club starting, which is available for students to take part in during lunchtimes after half term 

with Miss Gibson. All students are invited to come along and have a go at lots of unique experiments, which you wouldn’t normally have the 

chance to do during lessons! 



Creative Day 2016 

We were pleased to welcome 38 Year 6s again this term for the annual Creative Day – a good opportunity for all our Primary school friends to 
meet up and do some craft games and drama together. 
 
Working on the old favourite of Aztec legends, the groups heard about the history of the Aztecs and made decorated headdresses with Mrs 
Cooper, played sports with Mr Schafer and took part in a massed Drama session with Miss McGregor in the afternoon, rather keen on human    
sacrifice and tribal battles. 
 
The day passed very quickly and all too soon it was time to say goodbye to them all. We look forward to seeing everyone again in September 
next year. 



Progress and motivation reporting 

With GCSE grades changing from A* - G grades to 1 – 9, we are 

changing the way we report progress to reflect these new measures. 

Data is collected at five points through the year and is used to inform 

parents, students, and teachers about how well our students are    

making progress. We will send home two grades – one is the student’s 

current level which will appear as a decimal, and the other is their 

GCSE target grade, which will be a single number, 1 being the lowest, 

9 the highest, with a 5 roughly equivalent to an old C grade at GCSE. 

The decimal figure for the current level is to allow us to make more  

accurate assessments and give you more detail; for example, a 5.8 

might mean a student is currently working at the equivalent of an old C 

grade, but the student is getting close to a 6 (equivalent to a B); a 6.2 

might mean that the student is working at a B grade, but only just! 

Data is based on a combination of teacher professional judgement and 

results from formal assessments to give the best idea of where        

students are. 

Any change in the way data is presented and reported is potentially 

confusing – so please do not hesitate to ask if you are uncertain of 

what it all means. Year 7 in particular have a tutor evening coming up 

on 2
nd

 November where we will give out progress and motivation      

reports so parents will have an opportunity to discuss these with tutors. 

Only for geniuses! 

3-3x6+2=?? 
 

Why is the answer –17? 



G e n e ti c  d i s o r d e r s  a ff e c t  o n e  i n  2 5  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  U K …   

Some children look different and are often stared at and teased. 

Some children have to take extra care to live a normal life every day. 

Some children find it hard to communicate, understand and learn. 

Sometimes, someone might have an alteration in their genes.  It’s called a ‘genetic      

disorder’ and it can affect someone’s body in all sorts of ways. If it’s only a little mistake 

then it might just mean someone’s body works in a different way to yours or that they 

look a little different from you. But if something very important is missing, then this can cause a more 

serious problem with the way someone’s body works; for example they might not be 

able to walk or see. 

Our money makes a real difference  

It goes towards buying specialist equipment, like a wheelchair or frame. 

It helps towards nursing and care services. 

It helps provide respite or a well-deserved holiday. 

I am delighted to be able to report that £132.41 was raised with our out of uniform day.  



Samaritans Purse 

Shoe Box Appeal 

Christmas is fast approaching and once again it is the time of 

year when we as a school think of others less fortunate than  

ourselves.   

This year students can opt to produce their own shoe box or if 

they prefer, make a donation and we will use any money 

brought in to make up as many boxes as we can. 

I should like to thank all the students who have made a                

commitment to making a box and those who have made a       

donation towards this worthy cause. 

This act of kindness towards children who live in very      dif-

ficult circumstances is at the heart of the Christmas mes-

sage.  

 

 

If you would like to make up a box, please find below a general list of 

items that are suitable for a shoe box. Please refrain from putting any 

toys that are military related as many of the children who receive these 

boxes come from war zones and have first hand experience of the    

horrors of conflict.  Other items to be avoided are liquids, medicines, 

fragile objects or sharp objects. 

Gifts that can be included: 

• Toys: Bears, soft toys, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building blocks, small 

musical instrument, trucks and cars, dolls, clip on earrings, etc. 

• Educational supplies: Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, col-

ouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, chalk, pencil case, stickers, etc. 

• Hygiene items: Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, bar of 

soap, flannel, etc. 

• Sports items: Tennis ball, skipping rope, baseball hat, small football, inflata-

ble beach ball, stop watch, sweat bands, swim goggles.  

• Other items: Sweets (sell by date to be at least March 2017), gloves, scarf, 

sunglasses, hat, bangles, necklaces, etc. 



Pink Day 

Friday 21st October is Pink Day and as usual we are holding a cake and biscuit sale   

at break time with all proceeds going to Breast Cancer research. This charity activity 

was launched with an assembly where the following facts were explained to the 

school. 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer in the UK. 

Around 350 men are diagnosed with breast cancer each year. 

1 in 8 women will be at risk of developing breast cancer during their lifetime. 

1000 women die per month from this disease. 

More and more women and men are surviving each year because of the advances in 

research. 

With continued funding by 2050 no one will die from breast cancer. 

Students and staff alike are looking forward to this out of uniform day with cakes and 

biscuits. Every year students impress us with their culinary skills and take part with 

enthusiasm. Well done everyone.  

CHRISTMAS CAKE CLUB 

Starts Tuesday 8th November 2016 

3.15pm – 4.30pm in the Food Room 

If you are a student at our school or a parent of a student at our 

school and would like to make a Christmas cake this year, do come 

and join us on a Tuesday after school.  Please bring with you an 8” 

loose bottomed cake tin.  All cakes will be finished in time for the 

annual Christmas Cake Exhibition on Tuesday 6th December. 

Recipe- 

225g flour 

5ml (1tbp)mixed spice 

2.5ml (1/2 tsp) ground nutmeg 

5ml (1tsp) cocoa powder 

175g butter 

175g soft brown sugar 

15ml (1tbsp) black treacle 

5ml (1tsp) each grated orange and lemon rind 

4eggs 

550g mixed dried fruit ( currants, sultanas and raisins) 

100g chopped  mixed peel 

50g chopped walnuts or blanched almonds  

50g dates, chopped 

50g glazed cherries chopped  

15ml (1tbsp) fresh milk 

Students may purchase the ingredients from school at a cost of £5. If 

you are interested in taking part in this club please register your 

interest with the office.  We look forward to seeing you. 



Hate Crime Theatre production  

This lively production was delivered by a Theatre Group commissioned by 

the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  The performance “Feel 

the Hate” aims to raise awareness about what is a hate crime, what students 

should do if they experience or witness a hate crime and about the impact 

and seriousness of the crime. The focus of the four examples were real 

events from around Cumbria and certainly brought home to us all that Hate 

Crime is not confined to the larger cities. Years 9, 10 and 11 certainly        

enjoyed the production, and year 11 took advantage of extra time to ask 

questions and take part in a discussion. 

Road Awareness Training   

This training session for year 11 was organised by            

Darren Irwin of Silloth Fire brigade. This graphic presentation 

brought home to the year 11 the dangers of being distracted 

when driving or whilst under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

The aim of this session is to raise awareness of potentially 

risk taking behaviour that could be life changing for all involved.  

  

 

Risk taking behaviour  

Leading a number of sessions 

for KS3, aimed at reducing     

potential risk taking behaviour, 

Keith Hunton (Children & Young 

Persons Officer, Community Safety Dept retired) has 

raised awareness of the potential dangers when using the 

internet and other e devices and the dangers of alcohol 

and drug use. These sessions were well received and 

thoroughly enjoyed by all taking part.   

 

House assemblies 

House assemblies this half 

term have focussed on two of 

the words from our school    

values—perseverance and courage— with reference    

during the first couple of weeks to the Paralympics in Rio.  

Students saw clips of events and followed the progress of 

our athletes' closely. 

Continuing with our school values as the main themes, we 

shall be focussing on tolerance, respect and equality over 

the coming half term. 

Social, Moral and Cultural enrichment this half term 

As part of our commitment to developing awareness and understanding of  

social, moral and cultural issues locally as well as national and international, 

we have this term had a variety of enrichment activities for different year 

groups.  



Back to School – for our Governors 

The Governors of our school visited us on Tuesday 11
th
 and Wednesday 12

th
 October 2016 as part of a “Governor Back to School Day” to see 

what our school is like in action, and to join in classes for the day.  They thoroughly enjoyed their visit and commented on the enthusiasm for 
learning demonstrated by our students, and the stimulating and interesting teaching they saw in classrooms.   

All the Governors gave us great feedback following their visit and said that they would be visiting again.  Mr Markley commented that our stu-
dents were ‘stimulated and attentive, the mood in school was welcoming and happy’.  Mr Smithson ‘found Maths absorbing, and had to restrain 
myself in putting my hand up to provide answers.  I’m very pleased to be associated with Silloth Community School’.  If any parents or other in-
terested members of the community want to come and see what we do on a day to day basis, please let us know and we will arrange a visit.  If 
you are interested in becoming a Governor and shaping our school for the future, please contact the school office for more information. 

 

 

 

New Staff and Old 

Mrs Brown has joined our canteen staff, helping to serve the delicious lunches that are created from scratch 
every day in our award winning kitchen.  We welcome her to the school and hope she enjoys working in our 
happy team. 

 

Mrs Caulfield has retired at the end of September from school after 28 years service.  Mrs Caulfield has 
helped to run our school kitchen like clockwork for many years, making in particular the delicious soups for 
which she is famous. 

Mrs Caulfield also gave up her time to help at the Christmas Cake Club and our  Christmas Banquet, to which 
we are extremely grateful. She produced an array of spectacular cakes herself which were displayed in 
school at our Christmas Cake Exhibition. 

We are sorry to see her go, but wish her every  happiness in her retirement – and we are extremely lucky that 
she is continuing as a school Governor, for which we are extremely grateful. 

 



Meet baby Woodman - how cute is he! 

Logan Alexander Woodman, born Sunday 2nd 

October, all home and doing well. 

Hopefully we will have a visit from Logan and his 

mum Mrs Woodman soon! 

 

02/11/2016 Year 7 Parents Evening 

24/01/2017 Year 11 Parents and Destinations Evening 

15/03/2017 Year 10 Parents Evening 

22/03/2017 Year 9 Options Parents Evening 

24/05/2017 Year 8 Options Parents Evening 

13/07/2017 Year 7 Parents Evening 

Parents Evenings 2016-17 



Well done to the 

GCSE year 10 and 

11 students and their 

first observational 

skills project this half 

term. They have   

really worked hard to 

develop their drawing 

skills with a range of 

different media to 

create some     

amazing art work. 

Keep it up!            

Mrs Hurst 



Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Awards presented by 

Colonel Peter McCall,  

Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria. 

Six of our students have successfully complet-

ed their Bronze Award; Jack Donald, Archie 

Wise and Dylan Thompson pictured here as 

well as Dan Carr, Leon Rudd and Sea Wilson.  

The intrepid explorers set out on their Silver 

expedition at half term.   

Well done boys! 

Open Evening 5th October 2016 



SPORTS NEWS 

We have had a fantastic start to sport at Solway this term! 

So far this term, we have participated in 24 netball matches, 2 girls’ football fixtures and 5 house competitions, all before half term! 

Well done to all the girls who came to Netball trials at the beginning of the term; the improvement over the past year has been outstanding. 

Numbers attending training have also increased again this year.  I think we are going to need a bigger hall! 

The matches… 

First up was Nelson Thomlinson.  Always a tough start to the season facing Nelson, however our girls fought hard and came close.  Nelson 

Thomlinson won 5/6 matches. 

Next up West Lakes Academy; the girls got their heads in the game and after a few more training sessions they were back at their best and 

working well as a team again. West Lakes came and we conquered… 4/6 games won. Well done girls! 

Another tough match came round with St Benedict’s.  We were on home soil so hoping for a good result! 2/6 matches won for Solway including 

a 17-0    victory for 8a, 8-5 for 8b and one very close game for the year 10s which saw them just miss out by 3 goals. 

Overall, a good netball season so far and more still to come. Special mention to the year 8A 

team who are still undefeated in the league. They have not lost a match since they started in 

year 7 last year. What a fantastic achievement!    

We have manged to fit in some girls’ 5-a-side football matches this term as well.  We travelled 

to Beacon Hill with an U16s team and U14s team.  Both teams played extremely well and 

worked very hard. U16s came close but lost 4-2, with Evannah Irving scoring two fantastic 

goals. U14s were unstoppable and won their match 7-1! Wow! Well done girls, definitely worth 

squeezing that fixture in!  


