
Dear Parents/Carers 

I can hardly believe that we are already at half term – 7 weeks 

in. I feel like my feet have not touched the ground – and yet I 

am also so pleased and proud of the way the students have 

responded to our new vision and values. 

Please come in to school to see us. There is such a positive, 

focused vibe around the classrooms; children are learning, well 

behaved, on side, wanting to do their best – I am really proud 

of them. Students are concentrating on what matters – their 

learning. Which is exactly what we wanted. To see the school 

at work, just call Mrs Wise to arrange a tour, or just pop in – I 

will always make time to see you if I possibly can. 

This half term has been very busy! Highlights include the Year 

7’s trip to Borrowdale, our Year 10 Sports Leaders refereeing 

the primary rugby tournament, and the growing success of our 

netball teams under the expert tutelage of Miss Cross.  

Read on to find out more about the life of our school! 

Judith Schafer 

Headteacher 
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Follow us on Facebook 

Solway Community School now has a brand new way of keeping you 

up to date with what’s going on in and out of school. You can now   

follow updates on house competitions, educational trips, residentials 

and fundraising, along with much much more!  

You can find our page at www.facebook.com/SolwaySchool 

Summer School 

During the first week of the school holidays whilst most of the staff and students were beginning to unwind after a stressful year our 

new Year 7 began their first full week in school. Every year Solway School organises a Summer School for the new Year 7 students, 

this year was no different! The theme this year was the Tour of Britain. We were commissioned by the Silloth Rotary to create as  

many colourful sheep as possible to line the streets of Silloth when the Tour of Britain passed through on 8th September. 

Over the week we painted more than 80 sheep! As well as painting the group also played multisports, visited and walked up          

Whinlatter and most excitingly ate ice-cream! 

Over the week 31 out of the 33 students attended and this gave them all a fantastic opportunity get to know each other a little better. 

Mr Sunter & Mrs Schafer thoroughly enjoyed their week…and the ice-cream. 



GCSE PE... 
Ready, Set GO! 

What a great start to the year! 24 

pupils opted for GCSE PE this year our biggest group yet! The 

Year 10s have started off the year by learning all about having 

a healthy active lifestyle and how the choices they make 

affect their mind and body. The pupils have also been      

learning a another vital lesson that is very important in the  

PE department, that a little cake is always good for a balanced  

diet! (All cake donations welcome, please deliver to the 

sports hall.)  

The Year 11s are now in their final year of GCSE and are     

currently working hard in both theory and practical lessons, 

their GCSE moderation will be held in March/April where they 

will showcase their skills. 

Tuesday: Netball 3-4:30pm 
Wednesday: Basketball 3-4pm 
Thursday: House Competitions 3-4pm 

U13 Girls Football Cup  

A group of pupils from Year 7/8 

were selected to  represent school 

in a 6-a-side football  competition 

held at the Sands Centre on    

Monday 19th October. 

The girls had to compete through out the day against other schools. It 

was a very tough competition with some very talented players! The 

girls played exceptionally and reached the semi-final against William 

Howard School. Solway managed to create 

plenty of chances and had more than 6 

shots on target, however William Howard 

were not letting any in and held their         

defence. After a very close 15 minutes and 

some  exceptional  saves 

from Jasmin Irwin the 

match finished 3-0 to WHS. Well done girls!  

Team: Carley Walsh, Amy Carr (Captain), Lucy Carr, 

Jasmin Irwin,  Ella Baker, Amelia Edmondson,    

Mollie Scott & Courtney Furness.  

Ellie Scott & Lewis Buckley have been helping 

out in the PE department this term as extra 

work experience while studying in 

6th form. They have been          

delivering their own sessions and 

leading warm ups,  however Lewis 

needs to practice his coffee     

making skills! 

Ellie is also studying towards her 

level 1 in netball coaching and 

training for her  beginners award in umpiring! 



Sport Leaders 

The new Year 10 Sport Leaders have been   

working very hard over the past few weeks 

with the PE teachers and Trevor Richardson 

from Cumbria Rugby Union.  

They have been working on their leadership and officiating skills 

which were soon put to the test at the Silloth Rugby festival held 

at the rugby club.  The 12 selected referees worked hard  

throughout the day and helped run the fantastic event and        

refereed all 30 matches! 

A special mention to Charlie Garner, Shea Wilson & Ryan Sim 

who were asked to officiate the final game! 

Thank you to Mr Brooks who organised the event and made it a fantastic day. We have          

received a number of emails complimenting the Sport Leaders. Mr Brooks said, “I was really    

impressed with their attitude towards the job in hand and by how quickly they got to grips with 

refereeing, running the line and keeping score.  It can be a difficult job, but your Sports Leaders 

made it look effortless. Their hard work and enthusiasm ensured that the event ran smoothly 

and was a huge success.  They are a real credit to your school and to the community as a 

whole.”   Trevor Richardson from Cumbria Rugby complimented the pupils by saying; “please  

further congratulate the Year 10 Sports Leaders who all         

contributed to a great day for all at the club on Tuesday”. 

On behalf of the Sport Leaders we would like to thank all    

others involved and hope for plenty more opportunities like 

this to show off their outstanding skills and our fantastic 

school.  



Netball Club  
Training, Fixtures and trips. 

Netball Club has been very successful this term with 46 pupils      

attending training on a weekly basis which thankfully has been in 

sunny weather so far this term! Thank you to those teachers and 

parents who have helped 

out as it is always needed! 

Please get in touch if you 

have some time to spare! 

The girls have been playing weekly fixtures in the 

school netball league and have produced some      

fantastic results and some really nail biting matches! 

Miss Cross has been very      

impressed with the commitment 

shown to netball this year and 

has organised a number of    

netball trips to keep all the excitement growing! Thank you to all the girls who 

attend and keep up the hard work! 

England v Australia– 20th January 2016 

Netball tour weekend (Butlins, Skegness)– 21st-25th April 2016 



Walking for Water 

You may remember our annual Walk for Water event that took place on one of the few dry afternoons we had in the 

summer term.  Staff and pupils took time out of the normal curriculum to complete our sponsored walk along the 

shoreline from school to Grune Point and back.  For us this is a very pleasant walk, the scenery is wonderful and 

we all enjoy the time in the fresh air.  It was especially nice to be stopped by a couple of ladies who were walking 

their dogs, to be told that we had “really polite pupils” which illustrates just how pleasant our school population is.  

The reasons for completing the walk are however very important; raising money for Water Aid. I am delighted to be 

able to report that this event raised in excess of £1500 this year and once again we can be assured that our money 

will save lives. We take water for granted, the most inconvenience we may have to endure is a hosepipe ban in the 

hot summers we occasionally get!  Our water is clean, safe and available at the turn of a tap; however this is not 

the case for 1 in 8 people in the world.  Many women and children walk 6 miles everyday just to collect the water 

they need for their families and then carry what they can in buckets balanced on their heads.  To put it into         

perspective, the average weight of a bucket of water carried by women in Africa is 20 kilos, the same weight as the 

average UK airport luggage allowance!  

Last year, our money went to an area of Uganda called Karamoja, where we have helped to provide safe water and 

sanitation for an impoverished community comprising of round 50 villages. We have saved lives. Thank you       

everyone. 



Army Air Corp Engagement Team 

6th October 2015 

We were pleased to welcome the Army Air Corp Engagement 

Team this term with their static displays and activities. 

Pupils from Years 9,10 and 11, enjoyed the sessions with the       

military personnel, listening to a presentation and then taking 

part in a variety of activities aimed at improving team               

cooperation. There were 3 members of the Air Corp who worked 

with our pupils and led the activities. The display material        

included a static helicopter, which provided a real focus for      

pupils as they had the chance to experience what it is like in the 

cockpit. There was also a marquee containing information 

boards and various military paraphernalia such as ammunition 

and clothing for the pupils to see and handle.  

Our thanks to the Army team for their time and enthusiasm.  

 

 

On 8th September 2015 the whole school took part in a 

World Record "Largest Human Image of a Bicycle" 

794 PEOPLE  

Tour of Britain 



Barcelona 2015 

At the end of the summer term we went on a trip to Barcelona and we had the most fantastic time! Here is a report of what we got up to on 

our travels. 

Day 1 

After almost two years of planning we finally met up in Room 17 on Monday 6
th
 July to begin our journey to Barcelona. We checked we had 

everything we needed, although there was a bit of confusion when Mary Williamson didn’t know what a liquid was and if she had any in her 

hand luggage! We then started the journey to Liverpool and we stopped at Pizza Hut for lunch. David Williamson tried to compete with Mr 

Sunter as to who could eat the most pizza but sadly he was defeated! We then made the short journey to Liverpool Airport to check in and 

thankfully the queues were relatively short compared to 2012! We made it through check in and security (after a minor panic when Charlie 

Garner left his passport and boarding card in the luggage trays!) and then had a bit of time to look around the shops. The Year 9 boys    

spotted Silent Jay from “Gogglebox” and he was chatty and friendly, not so silent after all! Before we knew it, it was time to board. It was the 

first time on a plane for many of our pupils so excitement was high.  

The flight took no time at all and we soon landed at Barcelona Airport. Even though it was 9.20pm local time, it was still lovely and warm. We 

got on another coach and started the long journey to our hotel in Tossa de Mar on the coast.  

By the time we had checked in it was nearly midnight so we all went to our rooms to get some much-needed sleep. We were in a 4 star hotel 

called Hotel Tossa Mar and it was excellent. The rooms were really spacious and clean and thankfully we all had air conditioning. 

Day 2 

An early start after not quite enough sleep and we went down to have our first experience of a Spanish breakfast. There was a 

really good selection of cereal, bread, Magdalena fairy cakes and then to Macy’s delight there was even bacon and eggs! We 

then headed off for our first full day in Barcelona. First stop was the Sagrada Familia, Gaudi’s unfinished cathedral. We were 

amazed by the sheer size of it and how beautiful it was. The views were spectacular and we could have done with a bit more 

time there to properly explore. 

We then got back on the coach and headed to Parc Güell for our lunch. The park was designed by Gaudi and contains amazing stone  

structures, stunning tiling and fascinating buildings. At the top of the park is a terraced area where you get a wonderful view of the park and 

of Barcelona City. The vibrant colours of the tiles are truly breathtaking. After this we were due to go shopping on Las 

Ramblas but temperatures were up to 34 degrees and it was a bit too hot for some of our pupils. We had a quick change of 

plan and went straight onto our final activity of the day. 

 



The afternoon’s activity was the one that a lot of us were looking forward to the most – the Nou Camp. The Nou Camp is the 

largest football stadium in Europe with a capacity of 100,000. It was quite busy when we visited but it was still hard to       

imagine what it would be like when full of spectators. Unfortunately we didn’t get to see any of the players or go on the pitch, 

but we did get chance to explore the museum and see how Barcelona FC has progressed through history. The amount of 

trophies on display was unbelievable. What a fantastic day. 

We then got back on the coach to the hotel and had an unplanned swimming session. It was really hot at that point in the day so it was an   

ideal opportunity for our group to cool down. 

After that we had an excellent evening meal with such a wide variety of options. It was great to see our pupils trying so many different foods 

and I heard rave reviews about the spaghetti bolognese! Tossa de Mar is a beautiful resort with lots to see and do. After dinner each night we 

explored the local town and visited the many shops, cafes and restaurants.  David was an excellent tour guide and led us safely back to the 

hotel every night. I think he managed to find a new route every night and what a rush we had to keep up with him! 

Day 3 

Wednesday was a bit more relaxed as we gave pupils time to explore the old historic towns of Figueres 

and Girona. We had the opportunity to explore the weird and wonderful Dali museum. We had a really 

good look around and the pupils could not believe some of the things they were seeing. The Year 9 boys 

joined the staff while looking round the museum and we were kept very entertained by Alfonso Wise’s 

guided tour. Who knew that this sculpture here was inspired by Nicki Minaj and that the figures in the    

window were her backing dancers?! 

Day 4 

It was a very early start to the day with Mrs Woodman having to shout “Woohoo! It’s the theme park day!” to get some 

people up! It was quite a long journey to Port Aventura but the excitement started to build as we spotted the first ride, 

the Shambhala. Fairly new to Port Aventura, the Shambhala is Europe’s highest rollercoaster standing at 76m tall. It is 

also the rollercoaster with the longest drop in Europe at 78m and it is known as Europe’s fastest hypercoaster,       

travelling at speeds of 134km/h on its first descent. We all had a fantastic day at Port Aventura and would definitely go 

back.  

We had one last look around the shops in Tossa de Mar and then sadly it was time to pack our suitcases ready to go home in the morning. 

 



 Day 5 

I was up at 5.30am to try and get everybody ready to go home but some people really did not want to! We had to be 

downstairs for breakfast by 6.30 and at 6.29 two of our boys were still in bed (room 319, who could that have been?!) 

It was then sadly time to say goodbye to Tossa de Mar as we packed up our belongings and made our final journey to       

Barcelona. We managed to land in Liverpool on time and then arrived back at school at about 5pm. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff who gave up their time to come to Barcelona with us. Mrs Wise, 

Mr Green and Mr Sunter, it wouldn’t have been the same without you. I would also like to commend the pupils on their impeccable behaviour 

throughout the trip. They were polite, punctual, and appreciative of every opportunity we gave them. All in all they were a joy to be around. 

Thank you for making it such a wonderful trip.  

Mrs Woodman 

 

Art Club 3pm—every other Tuesday, see Mrs Bell for more details 
 

Come and develop your skills. Students are encouraged to explore topics 

of interest to them and develop their creativity.  All welcome.                                                    



Creative Day October 2015 

It was lovely to welcome Year 6s from our feeder primaries for our annual day of fun activities, 

a confident and articulate bunch of youngsters. 

This year, apart from the ever-popular trampoline taster session, craft and drama, we added a 

surprise science session where Jelly Babies were tortured, different indicators were made and 

people were set on fire (scary but safe)! 

Feedback forms rated the friendliness of the teachers as 10/10; the friendliness of our         

students as 9.8/10; the enjoyment of the sessions as 9.5/10 (only ‘downgraded’ by some as 

they weren’t long enough); and the lunches as “awesome”, “delicious” and “good value”!  

We look forward to seeing them all next September in Year 7. 

Year 7 Residential Borrowdale 

Year 7s had a great time again this year in Borrowdale. 

The first evening we walked up Dale Head above Honister Pass as a warm-up for Skiddaw 

followed by dinner, games and the compulsory first night ghost story. 

On the second day, we all went to Hawesend Centre to 

meet up with our instructors for the day to do ghyll running 

in Stoneycroft Beck and canoe rafting on Derwentwater, 

swapping over at lunch time. The ghyll was everyone’s  

favourite. Unfortunately, Tia managed to injure her foot on 

the last leap, and had to go home that evening. In the 

evening after dinner, we were kindly invited to join another 

school group from the north east for a talk and slide show 

by Chris Harling of Keswick Mountain Rescue Team on his 

ascent of Everest. This was an unexpected treat, and it 

was fascinating to learn first-hand of the difficulties of life at altitude. 

After such an inspiring talk on the Thursday night, no one at all complained that they couldn’t climb Skiddaw (just 1/10
th
 the height of Everest!) on 

the Friday. It was rather cold on top, so the hot chocolate at Dodd Wood tearoom was very welcome. 

I’m sure everyone slept well that weekend. Tia appeared the next week with a very fetching pink cast on her leg. 



SHOEBOX  APPEAL 

Once again this year we are supporting the Samaritans’ Purse 

Shoebox appeal. This annual appeal makes such a difference 

to children around the world, children living in dire conditions, 

children who have nothing, children who have never had a   

present before.   

This gift of a shoebox can and does make such a difference, 

knowing that someone wishes them well, someone cares.  

Please take part in this appeal and put a smile on the face of a 

child who is not as fortunate as our own. 

All shoeboxes need to be brought into school by Monday 2nd 

November.  Thankyou 

                   Water Bottles 
 
Please note that we have freely 
available, in the foyer, water, 
both cooled and ambient.  
However cups for water can not 
be provided for the water  
dispenser. Pupils MUST bring 
their own bottle to fill when 
required. 
  

 

 

Jeans for Genes 

On Friday 18th December we held a non-uniform day to 

raise money for the charity Jeans for 

Genes.  We raised a total of £143.60. 

The money raised by organisations and 

schools funds a range of initiatives that 

improve the quality of life for children and 

families affected by genetic disorders.  

 

Sweets in school   

Please can we remind pupils that sweets, biscuits, 

crisps, chewing gum and fizzy drinks are not       

allowed in school.  Our canteen has a healthy 

range of  snacks and meals available at breakfast, 

break and lunch times. 

Colouring Club 

Every Wednesday lunchtime in Room 12 
the colouring books come out! It’s proving 
to be very popular this term and is a lovely 
way to spend a few moments at lunch 
time. All staff and pupils are welcome and 

colouring pencils are     
provided but many choose 
to bring their own. Its fabulous to see the        
colourful creations that have been appearing 
over the last few weeks!  Mrs Potts  



CHRISTMAS CAKE CLUB 

Starts Tuesday 10
th
 November 2015 

3pm – 5pm in the Food Room 

If you are a pupil at our school or a parent of a pupil at our school and would like to make a Christmas cake this year, do 

come and join us on a Tuesday after school.  Please bring with you the following ingredients for your cake and remember 

to also bring an 8” loose bottomed cake tin.  All cakes will be finished in time for the annual Christmas Cake Exhibition on 

Wednesday 9th December. 

Recipe 

225g flour 

5ml (1tbp) mixed spice 

2.5ml (1/2 tsp) ground nutmeg 

5ml (1tsp) cocoa powder 

175g butter 

175g soft brown sugar 

15ml (1tbsp) black treacle 

5ml (1tsp) each grated orange and lemon rind 

4 eggs 

550g mixed dried fruit ( currants, sultanas and raisins) 

100g chopped  mixed peel 

50g chopped walnuts or blanched almonds  

50g dates, chopped 

50g glazed cherries chopped  

15ml (1tbsp fresh milk) 

(Ingredients can be bought from Mrs Cooper by prior arrangement) 

We look forward to seeing you.



Unauthorised holidays  

New guidance has been issued to schools regarding absences from school, in particular holidays in term time. Since September 2013 Headteachers have 

not been able to authorise term time absence except in exceptional circumstances, which would not normally be for holidays. From September 2015, I am 

further required to inform all parents that a fixed penalty notice may be issued if unauthorised absence is taken, and indeed parents should be aware that 

they would be committing a criminal offence. There are particular circumstances in which this may happen: If there have been 5 consecutive days or more of 

unauthorised absence over one academic year 

      AND 

      If the student’s attendance is below 95% 

      If the holiday is in September, or was taken during exams 

      Is the second leave taken in any academic year 

      The pupil is in year 6 or 11 

I know that all parents try not to take their children out of school    

during term time; as you know, such absences are detrimental to their 

learning. I am also aware that there are sometimes mitigating        

circumstances. If you wish to request a leave of absence, please 

complete the appropriate form (on the website or available from the 

school office), and return to school together with a letter which       

explains the exceptional circumstances and why the leave of absence 

is required (for example where parents’ seasonal work prevents them 

from taking time off in school holidays). 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at school if you have any    

questions. 

Seeking New Parent Governors 

Our new Headteacher, new vision, new sixth form and new way of doing things mean that there has never been a more exciting time to be one of our School 

Governors.  Our team of Governors helps to ensure our pupils receive the very best education and defines how we will move into a more successful future. 

We have an opportunity for two dynamic, enthusiastic and committed parents to join our Governing Body as Parent Governors. 

You will need to be willing to challenge and ask questions of the school leadership team, to think strategically and look to the longer term, to support the 

school moving forward and improving the outcomes for all pupils.  This opportunity is open to all parents of children at our school. 

You will need to be able to commit to attending at least one Full Governors meeting per half term, plus you will be allocated to one or more  committees, 

which meet at least termly.  You will also be linked with a department, so will liaise closely with teachers to understand how they teach their subject, how 

they ensure children make progress and what results they get.   

If more than two parents wish to become Parent Governors, we will hold an election and give all parents the opportunity to vote. 

Interested?  Please contact any of our existing Governors, or the Clerk (Mrs Rowlands) at school for more information. 

   

Term Dates  
2015/2016 

Autumn Term Starts  Monday 7th September 2015 
  

Ends Thursday 17th December 2015  

HALF-TERM Monday 26th October 2015 – 
Friday 30th October 2015 

  Spring Term Starts 
  

Tuesday 5th January 2016 

Ends 
  

Thursday 24th March 2016 

HALF-TERM 
  

Monday 15th February 2016 – 
Friday 19th February 2016 

  Summer Term Starts 
  

Monday 11th April 2016 

Ends 
  

Thursday 21st July 2016 

HALF-TERM Monday 30th May 2016 – 
Friday 3rd June 2016 



GCSE Science Revision 

Guides on sale in the  

Science Department  

Only £3.50 each 

YEAR 11 

Don’t forget to come along to         

Science Revision                  
on Mondays at 3pm in Room 13 

Science Text Book amnesty 

If you or your older bothers or       

sisters have any Science text books 

at home please return them to the 

Science  Department asap 

Parents Evening     

Yr 10 Parents Evening Wednesday 21
st
 October 2015 5-7pm 

Yr 11 Subject Evening Wednesday 4
th
 November 2015 5-7pm 

Yr 7 Tutor Evening Wednesday 11
th
 November 2015 5-7pm 

Yr 11 Parents & Destinations 
Evening 

Wednesday 27
th
 January 2016 5-7pm 

Yr 10 Destinations Evening Wednesday 27
th
 January  2016 5-7pm 

Yr 9 Options Evening Wednesday 24
th
 February 2016 5-7pm 

Yr 8 Parents Evening Wednesday 9
th
 March 2016 5-7pm 

Yr 7 Parents Evening Wednesday 13
th
 April 2016 5-7pm 

Yr 10 Parents Evening Wednesday 27
th
 April 2016 5-7pm 

Awards Evening Wednesday 25
th
 November 2015 6.45 – 8pm 

Community Roast Dinner 
Days (bookable) 

Wednesday 14
th
 October 2015 1.15pm 

  Wednesday 16
th
 December 2015 1.15pm 

  Wednesday 10
th
 February 2016 1.15pm 

  Wednesday 20
th
 April 2016 1.15pm 

  Wednesday 6
th
 July 2016 1.15pm 

KEY dates for your diary 


