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F arewell 
We were sad to say goodbye to Miss Murdoch, who left 
us at Easter having successfully completed her Level 2 

and then Level 3 TA Apprenticeship with RWP, at Solway. We are grateful for all her hard work and 
cheery manner when working with pupils across the school. 
Also leaving was Jean Oliver who has been ensuring the safety of children at the Zebra Crossing for 
the past 23 ½ years. We arranged for pupils to present her with flowers and a fabulously appropriate 
cake made and decorated by our very own talented Carole Caulfield. 

 
Mrs Quinn is to retire after 28 years teaching; 25½ 
years of it at Solway. She is not only Head of Dalton 
House, but also in charge of ICT, Health & Social Care 
and Attendance. She will have taught 3 generations of 
Silloth children who will all no doubt regard her with a 
great deal of affection. She will be a great miss. 
 
 

C ongratulations to 

Mr & Mrs Sunter on the occasion of their 
wedding. A fabulous day with weather to match! 

 
 
 
 

The GCSE Exam season is now in full swing  
for Year 11s. School exams have finished for  
the remaining year groups. 
We are looking forward to taking Year 12s next 
year for their AS levels. A fabulous opportunity 
for local pupils.    
   Mrs L Baird   
   Headteacher 

May 2015 



O nline Safety 

It is all too easy in this day 

and age to believe that our 

children are all safe, just because 

they are quiet and probably 

entertaining themselves with 

their ipads, Xboxes and smart 

phones. But do all parents know 

what is going on? 

Are they sure their child isn’t 

sending or receiving 

inappropriate messages or 

images ? 

 

Family action and the National 

Association of Headteachers 

have put together this useful 

leaflet as a helpful guide for 

Parents. 

 

We involve experts regularly in 

sessions to reinforce these 

messages in assemblies and in IT 

or PSHE lessons, including the 

Police, but Parents are 

encouraged to take a more active 

part. 



I nspira  -  
The latest all expenses paid trip for 
our Year 8 pupils taking part in the 

Action Stations programme, 
sponsored by Inspira. 
 
Many thanks to Aimee for taking them 
to Maryport’s Clip ‘n Climb.  
 
Everyone looks to have had a great 
time, along with the group from 
Maryport. 

M usical entertainment 
We were delighted to welcome Chris 
Atkinson, from York, the latest artist 

managed by Andrew Piper Productions. He is 
on tour around the country at the moment and 
entertained our pupils with a few of his songs. 
 
The previous group who visited, Reconnected, 
have now gone their separate ways; one has a 
multi million deal with a record company, 
another is to be seen on this year’s X factor. 

T otal Solar Eclipse 
Our pupils enjoyed watching the eclipse 
safely through pin hole cameras on 20th 

March.  

The next occurrence will be on 23 September 
2090  

Total Solar Eclipse: the next total eclipse visible in the UK follows a track similar to that 
of 11 August 1999, but shifted slightly further north and occurring very near sunset.  

E xaminations 
All pupils, from Year 7 to 10 have just finished 
their school examinations. 

Not simply to assess what they have learned over the 
year to determine the progress they have made but 
also to prepare them for the terminal GCSE 
examinations which no longer have modules to 
assess throughout the course. Current Year 9 pupils 
will have further changes when they come to Year 11 
as their GCSEs will be assessed from 9 to 1 rather 
than A* to G. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_eclipse_of_September_23,_2090
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_eclipse_of_September_23,_2090
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_eclipse_of_August_11,_1999


Y ear 11 Leaver’s Hoodies 
It’s that time of year again! 

W est Cumbria Achievement 
Zone  

The John Smith Memorial award goes to 
Kyi, seen here with his Motor Vehicle 
certificates and £40 which accompanied his 
award. 
Congratulations!  

U niversity Summer 
School 

We were delighted to hear that 
seven of our Year 10 pupils have 
been accepted onto the 
University of Cumbria Summer 
School programme for this July. 
I am sure they will have a great 
time, if the experience of 
previous years is anything to go 
by. Pupils in the past have 
returned to school reinvigorated 
and full of ambition. 

H appy Retirement 
Jean 

Pupils from across the years 
presented Mrs Oliver with gifts 
for her retirement along with 
cards signed by all. 

S tamps 
Please continue to collect and 
bring in to school, old used 

stamps from any letters or parcels 
you receive.  
Mrs Baird sends them 
off to raise money for 
Eden Valley Hospice.  
A worthy cause. 



F ootball tournament 
Solway school hosted a tournament involving over 50 teams and a thousand visitors and participants over the 
weekend of 2nd and 3rd May.   

 Organised by a national expert in football tournaments, the competition included teams from as far afield as 
Glasgow and the North East, as well as more local teams. A crack team of 12 pupils helped Mrs Rowlands, Mrs 
Schafer, Miss Blair and Mr Tatlock with organising and directing visitors and cars, litter picking and bin emptying, as 
well as cleaning and monitoring toilet facilities. All pupils involved worked exceptionally hard and professionally, 
dealing with some very wet and annoyed visitors on the Sunday in particular. All pupils certainly deserved their 
reward of a prom ticket, voucher for the school canteen and cash to spend on themselves, as well as a praise 
postcard home (and chips for lunch on Saturday as you can see below). Everyone got very cold on Saturday and 
very wet on Sunday, but did the job brilliantly despite the weather.  
Very well done and a huge thank you to: 
Cole Gibson, Dean Hewitson, Amy-Jo Gorman, Summer Cottam, Mary Williamson, Archie Wise, Alfie Wise, 
Shea Wilson, Bailey Bennett, Callum Morris, Oliver Rowe and Macy Baker 
 

We hope to host the event again next year so will be seeking volunteers to help us again. Watch this space. 
Mrs Rowlands 

S illoth Air Field Project evening  
A capacity crowd attended the Silloth Air Field Project evening at 
the School on Friday 24th April 2015. Our Year 7 pupils put on an 

excellent drama, portraying the airfield in the wartime, and enjoyed 
looking at the exhibition and having a go on the flight simulators 
afterwards. Particular thanks to Kia, Courtney, Taylor and Sadie for their 
help in putting chairs away and cleaning up after hundreds of visitors.  
Mrs Hoodless and her team provided a great spread of refreshments 
from authentic recipes, and a band played music from the era until late 
into the night.  An excellent evening was had by all, and it was lovely to 
be able to use the school to support such an important project for Silloth. 
 
Mrs Rowlands 



A vril Quinn 
I joined the school in November 1989 and have worked with many Headteachers; 9 
I think.  I now teach a large number of children of former pupils. Thank heavens I 

haven’t started to teach any grandchildren! In those almost 26 years, a lot has happened 
to me and a lot of children have come and gone, some leaving without a backward glance 
for whatever reason, but more who left to move on in their lives in a positive way whether 
that be bringing up a family or gaining a PhD; I’ve taught them all. 
I have been involved in the progress, achievement and care of over 1200 pupils and I feel 
very privileged. I’ve tried to be a mum at school for those who needed support, however I 
drew the line at being called Nana! It’s been a great place to work and I have made 
lifelong friends along the way; Sandy Brown, Roddy MacMillan, Candy (Lawson) Regan 
and Colin Campbell specifically, who a lot of you will remember too, but also other ex 
colleagues who have retired or moved on.   
I love finding out about ex pupils; who works where, who’s had children and who’s gone 
travelling. I’ve watched people blossom, which is wonderful. Obviously sad things have 
happened too; losing lovely young people has always been very sad for me. In fact those 
days and Ofsted inspections, have been the only bad days I’ve had in my time here and 
I’m sure not many people can say that. I love coming to work. How lucky have I been?   
I will now have time to myself. My own sons, who are now almost 27 and 25, have their 
own lives and I’m lucky enough to still have both my parents living near me so maybe I’ll 
become a ‘lady who lunches’, perhaps I’ll get involved with Aspatria RUFC again but I’ll 
certainly take great delight in not getting up at 6.45! 
If in future years you see me trundling around, please say hello.  As I lose my faculties 

you may have to remind me who you are but I’m sure I’ll enjoy the conversation.   

P TA Promises Auction 
 

We have lots of items for you to bid on so far; 
Vouchers for quite a few shops in town 
Bottles of alcohol 
A bread maker and accessories 
Meals from various places 
A coffee table 
A Christmas cake 
Tickets to some functions 
 

Please support the school by popping along and 
seeing what there is on offer.   
All the money goes into a fund that helps all pupils 
and not individuals. It is never used to subsidise trips. 
   

Entry is free but is for adults only  

as the bar is open too. 

 

Friday 5
th

 June 7:30 Golf Hotel 



 
H exham Races 

We were delighted to have been invited to attend the school’s race day 
to celebrate 125 years of racing at Hexham racecourse. 

A small but dedicated group of horse lovers were keen to experience the tour of 
the grounds, from the weighing room ( jockeys are 10 stone fully dressed with a 
saddle!) to the winners’ enclosure and had informative discussions with 
representatives of Northumberland college, sponsors of the event, about equine 
studies and handling the exotic reptiles as well as watching several races in the 
glorious sunshine.  
We watched several of the jockeys trying to lose weight by running around the 
track before their first race to ensure they met the stringent weight rules. 
                A lovely day was had by all. 

S SAT Award 
Mrs Baird receiving the SSAT award for outstanding achievement for the 
value added results 2014, from Sue Williamson CEO of the SSAT, in Liverpool. 



Sustainable Bird boxes - 
made from recycled 
pallets and jeans! 

USB lighting, showing 
soldering skills and 
acrylic fabrication 



A child’s toy or a trophy 

for an ECO award. 



Unit 2b 

USB micro controlled lamp 



Inset Days 
Thursday 3 September 2015 
Friday 4 September 2015 

Thursday 3 September 2015 
Friday 4 September 2015 

W orld Book night  
was an opportunity not to be missed. 
Last November Mrs Baird applied and 

was extremely pleased to be accepted again.  
The books arrived on Thursday so 
accompanied by Mrs Rowlands, she ventured 
into Silloth and to the market to give away 
multiple copies of two books especially written 
for the event.  
Many people were delighted to be offered a 
free book but astonishingly some more 
reluctant readers turned down a free volume! 
Well maybe they’ll think again next year. 



 

 
 

18/05/2015 M English literature 1         1hr30min am     
19/05/2015 T RMT & Engineering unit 1  am    2hrs   Quiz F   
20/05/2015 W Physics pm 2&3 1hr each  University visit Crime scene  Carlisle 
21/05/2015 Th KS4 Assembly/ House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm   

22/05/2015 F English literature 2 am 1hr 15min  / Yr7-11 Levels & Motivations home 

  Half term :  Monday 25
th

 May to Friday 29
th

 May 2015  
     

 June  
01/06/2015 M History B Unit 1 am 1hr 45min  
02/06/2015 T English/English language Unit 1 am 2hr15min  RE unit 2 pm 1hr45min 
04/06/2015 Th Maths 1 am 1hr 45min  KS4 Assembly/ Numeracy Day 
05/06/2015 F Biology unit 1 pm 1hr  Environment Day  
08/06/2015 M Maths 2 am 1hr 45min  Hospitality & Catering Unit 2 pm 1hr 15min 
09/06/2015 T Chemistry 1 pm 1hr Yr 5 Technology Day Quiz - S  
10/06/2015 W History B Unit 2   1hr45m am        
12/06/2015 F H&SC  am 1hr15min    Hospitality & Catering am  Unit 4 1hr15m      
   Physics 1 pm 1hr   Walk for Water  
15/06/2015 M Peer mentoring week    
16/06/2015 T BACS Unit 8 pm 1 hr Quiz  Yr 10 University taster - Sport Carlisle 
17/06/2015 W School Prom 7pm -10pm Stanwix Park 
22/06/2015 M Year 10  Work prep week  / Liverpool University Yr8 & Yr10  
23/06/2015 T It’s a knock out !                Quiz  
24/06/2015 W LB to meet all Yr 7 & 8     `We Act` Yr 8&9 
25/06/2015 Th Barclays life skills Yr 10  
26/06/2015 F Yr 11 Official leaving date      
29/06/2015 M Yr 10 Work Experience week    
30/06/2015 T Yr 6 Transition day 1      Quiz - N   
 

 July 
01/07/2015 W Yr 6 Transition day 2   Roast Dinner day 1:15 Y6 Parents’ Evening   5pm                     
06/07/2015 M Rev Rothwell Assembly - Relaxing       Barcelona trip   
09/07/2015 Th Barcelona visit   KS4 Assembly      
10/07/2015 F Barcelona visit   Yr 7 & 8 ROAs, Yr 9&10 L & Ms home   World of work Yr 9/10 
13/07/2015 M Olympic Week / University Cumbria Summer School  
14/07/2015 T University Cumbria Summer school  
15/07/2015 W University Cumbria Summer school  St Swithin’s Day 

17/07/2015 F School term ends at 1pm 

     
         

C alendar 
2014-15 

………..GCSE Results Day Thurs 20
th

 Aug 2015 

Solway Community Technology College 
Liddell Street, Silloth 
Cumbria CA7 4DD 
T: 016973 31234 
F: 016973 32749 
E: office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk 
www.solwayschool.co.uk   
Head teacher: Mrs. Lois Baird B.A. 

E mail If you wish to receive school letters 

and the newsletter by email and you are 

not already on our mailing list, or should 

you wish to comment on anything in this 

newsletter, or give us your views on any 

other school matters please email  

 office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk   

W elcome 
To our two new Teaching Assistant apprentices, 
Mrs Thompson and Ms Wilmot. We hope they 

will be very happy working with pupils across the school. 
 
 

C ongratulations 
 to 5 lucky Year 10 boys who have been selected to 
undertake a coaching qualification in a sport of their 

choice, sponsored by the Cumbria Youth Alliance. 
Needless to say they have all chosen either football or 
basketball. 
Once trained they will then volunteer 20 hours of coaching 
for our pupils by running clubs throughout the week. 

mailto:office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk

