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C ongratulations - you are a winner in this year's 

SSAT Educational Outcomes Awards 
 

Imagine my delight when I opened the email from the Chief Executive of the SSAT which I 
have include below; 
 

“On behalf of SSAT, I am delighted to let you know that your school has won an SSAT Educational Outcomes Award for your 

exceptional progress. 

The award is to recognise your achievement of being in the top 10% of schools nationally for value-added progress. We’ve identified 

your success using the Educational Outcomes 2014 database - a time-saving tool for analysis, benchmarking and collaboration that 

collates the latest DfE data and Ofsted gradings into one.” 
 
You will also no doubt be as pleased as I am to see that our efforts have been recognised 
nationally... 

Solway Community Technology College one of the best in the country for student 

progress at GCSE 
Solway Community Technology College has received national recognition for the value it adds to students’ achievements at GCSE. 

SSAT, the Schools, Students and Teachers Network, recently undertook its annual in-depth analysis of official Department for 

Education data on all state-funded schools in England and identified Solway Community Technology College’s success.   

The school has qualified for an SSAT Educational Outcomes Award by being in the top 10% of schools nationally for progress made 

by pupils between their key stage 2 results at primary school and their GCSE results at age 16. 

The school has been invited to receive their award at a regional celebration ceremony hosted by SSAT at St John Bosco Arts College 

in Liverpool on 30 April. 

Sue Williamson, Chief Executive of SSAT said:  

‘Solway Community Technology College should be congratulated for their exceptional achievement. They have proved themselves to 

be leading the field in improving GCSE outcomes for their students. There is so much good practice that this school could share, and 

I hope they will join us at the celebration evening for the chance to network and share strategies with award-winning schools. 

‘These results are testament to the commitment and hard work of the students, teachers and leadership team at Solway Community 

Technology College, and show what can be achieved when skilled teachers have high expectations and ambition for every young 

person. I am proud that this school is a member of the SSAT network.’ 

    
   Mrs L Baird   
   Headteacher 

March 2015 



On Wednesday 11th of March we had 32 Year 5 pupils from our 4 feeder primary 

schools visit us to take part in ‘The K’Nexperimentor’ school challenge. Pupils watched 

a video clip about the Global Bloodhound Team and their challenge to build a car 

capable of travelling at 1,000 mph.   

They then had to work in teams of 4 to design and build their own buggies using K’Nex. 

They tested their models and made improvements over the course of the morning before 

entering them into a competition to see which one could travel the furthest in a straight 

line. Pupils had to consider the effects of forces like friction and drag on their designs 

and look at ways to make them more aerodynamic. Each team had a Year 7 mentor from 

Solway School to help them.  Everyone joined in and they all had a great time. 

The 8 Teams 

The winners 

www.bloodhoundssc.com 



R otary Photography Competition 
“Light in our Community” 

Foundation Entry  - Lucy Penrice Intermediate Entry  - Madeleine Yarnold 

This picture shows the light of the community, as 
it’s the sunset, taken from the beach. The sea is an 
important part of the Solway, and the view from my 
local beach is inspiring. I think I’m incredibly lucky 
to live by the sea, so I incorporated it into my 
photos. 

This picture shows the light of 
the community, as it shows a 
field and the light of the sky. I 
find it unique how the sky was 
forming a halo sort of shape this 
morning. Farming is central to 
those living in Cumbria, and 
when I was younger, I’d play in 
the fields. I also caught the 
lamp post in the photo so that I 
could show two lights, A man-
made one and a natural one. 

These pictures show how the light 
shining over our landscape changes 
how we see our surroundings. My mum 
got me started walking. I took my phone 
to grab as many picture moments as I 
could. I like the ones from the top of our 
walks where we can look down on our 
environment .  

This picture shows the light of the community, as 
it’s Silloth at dawn. I love the way the light is 
appearing in golden lines, and how the clouds are 
thin. The light is coming through the clouds at the 
start of a new day for us. 

This scenic landscape was 
judged to be the winner of 
our school heat of this 
competition. Well done 
Lucy. 
All 6 photographs have now 
been entered into the next 
stage, the District Heats. 



C ommonwealth Day  
At 10.00 am on Monday 9

th
 March, on Commonwealth Day 2015, a Commonwealth Flag was raised on Silloth Green at the Community Garden which 

was the first time Silloth-on-Solway has participated in the event. More than 730 Commonwealth Flags were raised in locations throughout the United 
Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, UK Overseas Territories, and Commonwealth countries. 
The event was attended by approximately 50 people, with pupils from Solway Community School attending along with children from the primary school, 
representatives from various organisations in the town, the Town Council and also members of the public.  
Cllr. Tony Markley, Mayor of Silloth-on-Solway Town Council read out a letter from the Queen and also a letter from the Commonwealth Secretary-General. He 
thanked everyone for coming and emphasised the importance of Silloth which is a valuable part of the Commonwealth and the most north westerly town in 
England. 

Solway Community Technology College 
Liddell Street, Silloth 
Cumbria CA7 4DD 
T: 016973 31234 
F: 016973 32749 
E: office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk 
www.solwayschool.co.uk   
Head teacher: Mrs. Lois Baird B.A. 

A rts award 
Aimee from Inspira will be running an Art Club 
after school on Wednesdays after Easter, 5:30-7pm 

as the nights will be much lighter then. 
Pupils will have the opportunity in the six week programme 
to achieve a bronze award. 

Places are limited so please see  
Mrs Baird if you are interested. 

R ed Nose Day 
We raised 

£181.26 for good 
causes. 
 

L ife boat appeal 
We raised  

£120 for the Silloth 
Life boat which 
does such a 
brilliant job. 



S tamps 
Please continue to collect and 
bring in to school, old used 

stamps from any letters or parcels 
you receive.  
Mrs Baird sends them 
off to raise money for 
Eden Valley Hospice.  
A worthy cause. 

 R otary Technology Competition 2015 
Well done to our three teams who entered this very difficult challenge held 
at Austin Friars School last week. This year the challenge was to: ‘Design 

and make a rescue vehicle that could travel along a wire above a crocodile 
infested river!”.   
Teams were provided with card, square dowel, 3 wheels of different sizes, elastic 
bands, wire, a small electric motor and 6 drawing pins.  
Although not winning this competition I am pleased to report that one of our 
teams succeeded in getting their Cable Car to move forward along the wire; no 
mean feat as the majority of the teams from other schools did not manage to 
achieve this.  
As always our pupils were a pleasure to take to this event. 
J Cooper 

M eet our staff: 
My name is Angela Hoodless, I am 
the catering manager/cook and have 

worked in school meals since 1984 during 
which time I have seen many changes.  The 
challenge of my job is to provide healthy food 
for the pupils and staff and at the same time 
stick to the new regulations that the 
government has set for school meals.   
I am a very lucky person in so far as the job I 
do is a job I enjoy very much. 
Out of school I am involved with the Brownies 
and have been since 1988. 
In my spare time I like to read and if the 
weather is nice, garden, but I must admit I am 
a fair weather gardener and now that I’m a 
grandma spend time with my grandchildren. 

C helsea’s choice 
We were delighted to be among a 
number of secondary schools in the 

County to host a theatre production 
company funded by Cumbria Police back 
in February. They performed to pupils and 
teachers in a production related to CSE 
(Child sexual exploitation) and online 
safety. 
This is a great opportunity for our pupils to 
have another chance to discuss such 
current and serious issues. 



R ound the World 
Well done Year 11 GCSE Hospitality and 

Catering pupils. Excellent standard of work 
produced during this “Produce a two course meal 

from a country of your choice” practical exam.  
Countries represented this year were:  

Thailand; Caribbean; Indonesia; Mexico; China; 
Japan; Canada; India; South Africa and Spain.  



Part of the exercise of revision and exams, is for pupils to get used to having formal 
assessments and for them to manage and be responsible for their own results.  It’s a 
stressful time for some pupils, parents too. There are ways to deal with that which we can 
help them with; 
 

• Having the right equipment; black pens, calculator, protractor, pencil, eraser, ruler, 
sharpener – being responsible for their own organisation! 

• Always getting ready for school on the previous night  
• Going to bed early with no TV on, once in bed 
• Eating a proper breakfast 
• Avoiding sweets and fizzy drinks 
• Phone switched off/silent/left with you, when your child is working. Contrary to popular 

misconception they will not die and the world will not stop spinning if their phone is not 
attached to their hand!  They are not allowed in the exam room.  

 

All pupils have been shown that is impossible to revise or concentrate with moving 

images on in the same room; TV, xBox etc.  This is both distracting and causes different 

brain stimulation.  If you are in doubt if they are using these while they revise, unplug or 

remove internet cables.  You will soon find out when they mention that things don’t work! 

 

Study Skills for all years 
Week beginning 16 March 

 

Exams for Years 7 - 10 
2 weeks beginning 20 April 

 

GCSE exams for some Year 10 and all Year 11 
Timetables sent home 

 

In an effort to encourage our pupils to learn and prepare for exams in 
different ways, all subject areas will be coaching them in using 
different types of revision method.  Every child learns in a different 
way and we want to show them the huge variety available, some 
might even be fun! Each year group will have different types of skills 
introduced to them; 

Year 7  

 
• Rote learning by singing, poems, mnemonics. 
• Chunking – learn a little bit each day and keep adding on and then revisit 

regularly. 
• Using different places in the house to learn different things – may sound 

weird but it can work. 

Year 8 
 
Using some kind of presentation to record what they have learnt in a 
lesson.  This will have to be done that night and given in the next day.  
Pupils can use PowerPoint, A3, A4, spider diagrams, tables, flowcharts.   
They will then share these during the next lesson so they can learn from  
each other. It will surprise them what other pupils do, as there isn’t a right  
way or a wrong way but sometimes just a better way. 

Year 9 

 
 Mind maps using colour and shapes, pictures and can be done by hand or 

using the computer.  There are free mind mapping software programs you can 
download. 

 Condensing notes – from 4 pages/slides to 1, from 10 to 5. 
 Making/using quizzes and using Moodle on the school website.  All pupils have 

their own log in and there are different areas for each subject. 
 Doing research and sharing it with other pupils, teacher or parents. 

Years 10 and 11 
 

All of the above, as they will have found methods that they find useful, plus; 
• Identifying what you can and can’t do.  It may sound simple but we don’t want 

them to spend time learning what they already know! 
• Condensing information onto cue cards 
• Using practise papers and then the mark scheme 
• Understanding the words used in exam papers so they understand what is 

wanted in the answer.  Words like; describe, identify, explain.  They all require 
different types and depths of answers. 



E mail If you wish to receive school letters 

and the newsletter by email and you are 

not already on our mailing list, or should 

you wish to comment on anything in this 

newsletter, or give us your views on any 

other school matters please email  

 office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk   

 

Science Revision 
Guides on sale in the  

Science Department  
Only £3.50 each 

YEAR 11 

Don’t forget to come along to         

Science Revision                  
on Wednesdays at 3pm in Room 13 

I nspira  
Aimee and the Action 
stations Year 8 group 

enjoying their time 
bowling. 
This opportunity funded by 
Inspira is a reward for their 
great motivation scores 
and attendance. 

mailto:office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk


N ational Science and Engineering week, NSEW  (16th to 20th  March), was again celebrated at Solway 

School by pupils in all years taking part in a range of enrichment activities within Science. The week 

started with an assembly about what our modern life would be like without Science... no computers, mobile 

phones, X-ray machines, antibiotics, cars or even indoor toilets (or outdoor ones for that matter!).   

 

On Tuesday our normal weekly quiz was replaced by a special NSEW quiz all about ‘Motion’, and various             

interesting facts were discovered. Did you know that light travels at approximately 300,000,000 m/s? 

 

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 tried their hands at the K’nex buggy challenge that the Year 5 had taken part in the 

previous week, with teams designing and building some fantastic models. 

In Year 9, pupils were able to see how combining different chemicals could lead to new products being 

made. Pupils combined citric acid and sodium bicarbonate (plus a few others ingredients) to make ‘bath 

bombs’.  The Labs still smell lovely now! 

 

The vast array of career opportunities in the Science and Engineering fields were the focus for Years 10 and 

11.  They spent time researching and producing fact files on a whole range of different jobs from 

neurosurgery to coconut safety technician.... yes a real job :) 

 

Overall a good week was had by all.  Roll on NSEW 2016!!!   though not too quickly) 

 





“Whether you think 

you can or you can’t, 

you’re right” 

                      
                       Henry Ford 

1 00 things to do before you leave Solway 
We have just launched this programme for pupils 

currently in Years 7-10 as a challenge coupled with 
an opportunity to win £50 from the Rotary club. Our 
grateful thanks to them for supporting this initiative. 
Not only will it provide evidence of the many events 
and clubs our pupils are involved in, it will also be a 
basis for a conversation during employer interviews 
where our pupils can show off their endeavours. 
We do hope parents will regularly check that their 
child has completed as much as they can, not just in 
school but out in the community too. 
It will run as a record, throughout their school life. 
 
The quote from Henry Ford is telling; it is all a matter 
of attitude!. 

C ount down to Examinations 
Year 11s beware…. Time is marching on. 

Only 2 school weeks until the Art exams! 
Only 3 school weeks until the BACS exams! 
Only 4 school weeks until the bulk of exams start! 
 
Is your child ready?  
 Have they learned all their work?  
  Are they using their revision guides?   
   Have they checked their equipment? 
    Do they know the times of exams? 

C ongratulations to Lucy Martin. 
Lucy, currently in Year 10, produced a piece of writing for a 
recent competition, Cumbria Young Writer Award, on the theme 

of Journey, which drew recognition from the Author, Anne Pearson 
who sponsored the event and resulted in her achieving 9th place at 
the awards ceremony at Theatre by the Lake in Keswick, from a field 
of 500 entries.  
 
A fabulous result and I am sure the start of a great career if she so 
desired. 
 
Well done Lucy!  



 

 

 

March 
    
23/03/2015 M English Mock p1&2  / Study skills / Yr 9&10 Nestle workshops 
24/03/2015 T Yr 7 Parents' Evening 5-7pm   Quiz    
25/03/2015 W Yr 9 Peer mentoring pm - Uni visit    
26/03/2015 Th KS4 Assembly / House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm   
27/03/2015 F Yr 10  ROAs home / Maths Mock p1&2  1hr 30  
             

Easter      :  Monday 30
th

 March to Friday 10
th

 April 
 
13/04/2015 M Spring term begins 
14/04/2015 T Yr 10 Hospitality and catering, task 1 prac exam  1-5 pm/   Quiz  
15/04/2015 W KS4 Assembly / Roast dinner day 1.15pm  
16/04/2015 Th House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm      
20/04/2015 M School Exams Yr 7-10 / Hexham Races 
21/04/2015 T Yr 10 Parents' Evening  5-7pm      Quiz  
22/04/2015 W To Kill a Mocking Bird  - Newcastle 7:30 Yr 10 & 11 
23/04/2015 Th KS4 Assembly / House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm    
   Shakespeare's birthday / St George's Day / World book day 
28/04/2015 T Yr 11 Art exam Quiz  / Meningitis C for Yr10    
29/04/2015 W Yr 10 Uni taster day- Primary teaching both 
30/04/2015 Th Yr 11 Art exam House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm   
  

04/05/2015 Monday is a Bank Holiday     

   
05/05/2015 T BACS Prac exam 2 hrs am     
06/05/2015 W BACS Prac exam 2 hrs am / Yr 10 Uni taster day 
07/05/2015 Th Quiz - S / House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm   
11/05/2015 M RE unit 1 am 1h45m       
12/05/2015 T Biol 2 & 3 pm 1hr  each    Quiz    
13/05/2015 W Yr 10 Uni taster day-Health  
14/05/2015 Th Chem 2 &3 am 1 hr  each KS4 Assembly / House Comp 
15/05/2015 F Spanish am Listening  35/45min   Reading 30/50min    
   PE pm 1hr/1hr30min 
18/05/2015 M Eng lit 1 am 1hr30min     
19/05/2015 T DT unit 1 pm 2hrs   Quiz    
20/05/2015 W Phys pm 2&3 1hr each  Uni visit Crime scene  Carlisle 
21/05/2015 Th KS4 Assembly/ House Competitions 3:15-4:15pm   

C alendar 
2014-15 

22/05/2015 F Eng lit 2 am 1hr 15min  / 
   Yr7-11 Levels & Motivations home     

         

Half term :  Monday 25
th

 May to Friday 29
th

 May 2015  

           

     June  
            
01/06/2015 M History B Unit 1 am 1hr 45min  
02/06/2015 T Eng/Eng lang Unit 1 am 2hr15min  RE unit 2 pm 1hr45min 
04/06/2015 Th Maths 1 am 1hr 45min  KS4 Assembly/ Numeracy Day 
05/06/2015 F Biol unit 1 pm 1hr  Environment Day  
08/06/2015 M Maths 2 am 1hr 45min  Hosp & catering unit 2 pm 1hr 15min 
09/06/2015 T Chem 1     pm 1hr Yr 5 Technology Day Quiz - S  
10/06/2015 W Hist B Unit 2   1hr45m am        
12/06/2015 F H&SC  am 1hr15min    Hosp & catering am  Unit 4 1hr15m      
   Phys 1 pm 1hr   Walk for Water  
15/06/2015 M Peer mentoring week    
16/06/2015 T BACS Unit 8 pm 1 hr Quiz  Yr 10 Uni taster - Sport Carlisle 
17/06/2015 W School Prom 
19/06/2015 F Yr 9 ROAs home 
22/06/2015 M Year 10  Work prep week  / Liverpool Uni Yr8 & Yr10  
   Peer mentoring week 
23/06/2015 T It’s a knock out                 Quiz  
24/06/2015 W LB to meet all Yr 7 & 8     We Act Yr 8&9 
25/06/2015 Th LB to meet all Yr 7 & 8s    Barclays life skills Yr 10  
26/06/2015 F Yr 11 leave       
29/06/2015 M Yr 10 Work Exp week    
30/06/2015 T Y6 Transition day 1      Quiz - N   
 

July 
 
01/07/2015 W Y6 Transition day 2      Roast Dinner day 1:15       
    Y6 Parents’ Evening   5pm                              
06/07/2015 M Rev Rothwell Assembly - Relaxing       Barcelona trip   
09/07/2015 Th Barcelona visit   KS4 Assembly      
10/07/2015 F Barcelona visit   Yr7 and 8 ROAs, Yr 9& 10 L & Ms home   
13/07/2015 M Olympic Week / Uni Cumbria Summer School  
14/07/2015 T Uni Cumbria Summer school  
15/07/2015 W Uni Cumbria Summer school  St Swithin’s Day 

17/07/2015 F Talent show School term ends at 1pm 

 

GCSE Results Day Thurs 20th Aug 2015 


