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H appy New Year to you all. 
It hardly seems to be possible that we have 

been back at school for  five weeks already.  
We have raised money for charity, held our mock results day for Year 11s, Parents 
evenings for Years 10 and 11, a Literacy day as well as sporting events and house 
competitions. As you will see from the  future dates page the Year 10 and 11 GCSE 
timetable is hotting up so it is vital that all pupils commit themselves fully to their 
studies, bringing correct equipment to each lesson and  completed homework to 
school on time. 

  

P erformance tables 

Mrs Baird, the staff and 
governors were justifiably 

proud when the recent 
publication of performance 
tables ranked Solway 

Community 
Technology College 
as best in Allerdale 

and seventh overall in 
the whole county.  

That means we have again 
          been recognised for our Value Added.  
We hope the current Year 11s will go on to do just as well if not better. 

 
   Lois Baird 
   Head teacher 

 

 

Spring term 2012  



E mail 
If you wish to receive school 

letters and the newsletter by email 
and you are not already on our 
mailing list, or should you wish to 
comment on anything in this 
newsletter please email  
office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk   

J JJegede 
Year 10  PE pupils 
welcomed JJ Jegede, 

GB team hopeful long 
jumper, again to their PE 
lesson. 
He spent time ensuring 
that their project with 
Miss Lawson continues 
with enthusiasm. 

C harity work 

Eight brave Year 11 pupils kindly volunteered to 
raise money for the Lifeboats by taking part in 

the Soak our Students event. 
The non uniform day and 20 p a throw raised vital 
funds for this life saving charity. 

Despite the cold temperatures and the dry suits, 
kindly loaned by the Lifeboat service they tried to 
dodge the sopping wet sponges during break and 
lunchtime while the rest of us queued up to throw. 
Well done to them all and our grateful thanks. 

mailto:office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rnlilifeboatslogo2010.gif


R oast Dinner Day 
You are never too young to sign up for 
one of our Roast Dinner Days, as you 

can see. 
We all enjoyed a fabulously flavoursome 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings followed 
by  Christmas  pudding or trifle. 
 
Our next dates for your diary; 
 
Wednesday 8

th
 February 

Wednesday 18
th  

April 
 
Please ring Wendy Wise on 016973 31234 to 
book a table for you, your friends and family. 

Y ear 9 Enterprise team 
This is the team which took 
3rd prize in the Enterprise 

challenge just before Christmas, 
receiving their certificate from  
Owain Oxenham. 
Well done to Beth, Carmen, Lucy, 
Charlotte and Amy. 



M usic 
 
Christmas 

proved to be a very 
busy time.   
The school Carol 
service provided an 
informative and musical 
insight into Christmas 
and a big thank you to 
all involved from 
readings, drama and carol singing. To conclude the service 
Ian Kellett and his Thursday music group sang a fantastic 
medley including Last Christmas and Fairy Tale of New York. 
The final day of term included of course the end of term 
Talent Show. A range of dance, group and solo acts 
concluded with a winning performance for Hannah Kent with 
her acoustic version of Born this way. A big thank you needs 
to go to the year 11 for organising a slick show, entertaining 
games and Paul Gilmour’s lights and smoke machine. Maybe 
next year we will invest in a snow machine to fit with the 
season!!!! Talent shows only work with acts so don’t be shy 
and get thinking about the summer. 
 
When the Holidays started, Ian Kellett and Soulway had 
three more concerts to perform – one at Cumwhinton and 
two in Penrith to support a charity called Limelight. A range 
of acts performed from comedy, solo and group acts. The 
well travelled performers; Rachel Collins, Anne Witter, Lucy 
Martin and Hannah Kent sang Black and Gold (Sam 
Sparrow) and Price tag (Jessie J) to much applause.  
A Date for the Diary – 26th February 2012. 2.30pm. St 

Michael’s Church, Bowness on Solway. Hannah Kent and 

Ian Kellet will be guest soloists with Cumbria’s premier male 

voice choir; Dalston Male voice choir. This promises to be a 

lovely occasion and supporters are welcome. 

S ecret Student 
Towards the end of last term we 
launched a Secret Student scheme for 

Year 10 pupils which ran for four weeks.  
Each day a pupil was selected at random 
to be the Secret Student, without their 
knowledge.  
They were monitored throughout the day, 
by staff, on their attitude, work ethic and 
behaviour. 
I am delighted to say that Year 10 passed 
the first of their challenges; for each Secret Student to achieve 80%. As a 
reward we spent a great afternoon at Stanwix where we had a bowling 
competition. The winner for the boys was Bradley Whitfield with an 
impressive score of 127, closely followed by Bailey McKay with 126.  

 
The winner for the girls was Rachel Collins 
with 116, followed by Adele Wood with 113. 
The pupils worked hard for this reward and 
their behaviour at Stanwix was exemplary.  
We have continued the Secret Student 
scheme into the Spring term and we are 
working towards a bigger reward. 
Miss Jones 

Solway Community Technology College 
 

Liddell Street, Silloth, Cumbria CA7 4DD 
 
T: 016973 31234 
F: 016973 32749 
E: office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk 

www.solwayschool.co.uk  

Head teacher: Mrs. Lois Baird B.A. 



I nternet Safety Day  - Mrs Quinn 
The 7 February was Internet Safety Day. This year’s theme was Connecting Generations 
and given that a lot of our pupils have Android or iphones it seems appropriate. 

Nearly half the parents (48%) with children aged 5-15 who use the internet at home think 
they know less about the internet than their children, this rises to 70% of parents of 12-15 
year olds  
Three in ten parents of 5-15s (30%) who use the internet at home are very or fairly 
concerned that their child may be giving out personal details to inappropriate people, with 
concern increasing with the age of the child  
77 % of parents of children aged 5-11 and 81 % of parents of children aged 12-17 think 
that they know what their child does online; however, 33 % of children aged 12-17 claim 
that their parents do not know what they do online. 

 
This is a link to www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents website which is run by CEOP (Child 
exploitation and online protection) and has some great resources for parents including a video 
on Klaus which I have shown to our pupils.  There is also great advice about social networking 
sites.   
Below is an excerpt from an article about the use of Facebook. 
“Despite an age limit of 13, almost half of British children aged between 9 and 12, are using 
social networking sites.  It has been reported that one in five children in this age bracket has a 
Facebook page even though rules state that they must be 13. Authors of the report, have 
suggested that removing the age requirement would make it easier to monitor online 
behaviour. But the children’s charity Kidscape has criticised the idea. 
The research, carried out by the London School of Economics for the European Commission, 
was based on a survey of 25,000 young people, aged between nine and 16, from across 
Europe. It asked if they maintained a social networking profile.   
     In the UK, 43% of 9 to 12-year-olds answered yes, along with 88% of 13 to 16-year-olds.” 
 
Our pupils do not have access to any social networking site in school although most can now 
access it on their phone.  They receive advice on how to behave online from Year 7 to Year 11 
but despite that and at least once a week, we have to deal with episodes of online bullying.  
Used for the reason it was designed it does not create a problem but it can so easily be 
abused. 

F acebook  - Mrs Quinn 
We had the benefit of PC Keith Hunter in school on 31 January speaking to every class in school about the use of social network sites as there have been some 

local incidences of young people being stalked via Facebook.  We understand that it is difficult to keep up to date with technology but the fact is that our children 

do it far better than we do.  Given that a lot of pupils have android/iphones, laptops and game stations in their bedroom, do we really know what they are doing?   

PC Hunter was trying to make them more aware of what potential there is for a predator.  

C hefs’ whites 

This term has seen the introduction of the “Chefs 

Whites” for Key stage 4 Hospitality and Catering 

pupils.  This has made quite a difference to the pupils 

involved; it was so noticeable from the moment that they 

put the “Whites” on how professional they felt and 

practical work stepped up a notch with everyone working 

quietly and efficiently, eager to produce professional 

products.   

Following on from their 

very successful 

Christmas banquet, the 

year 11 pupils are 

currently starting their 

final coursework for the 

Catering element; they 

have to produce a two 

course meal from a country of their choice The year 10 

pupils are researching and trialling their products 

containing dairy 

produce in 

preparation for 

their first practical 

examination when 

they will be 

expected to 

produce two 

savoury and two 

sweet products.   

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents


Activity Date Location Staff 

CLUBS 

Netball Training 

  

Monday after school Sports hall/

courts 

Mrs Brown 

House Tournaments 

  

Tuesday Lunch time Sports hall Miss Lawson 

KS3 Sports Club Wednesday Lunch time Sports hall Miss Lawson/Mr Sunter 

KS3 Boys Football Wednesday after school School field David Pearson 

  

Girls football Training 

  

Wednesday after school Sports hall Miss Lawson 

KS4 Sports Club 

  

Thursday Lunch time Sports hall David Pearson 

INTER HOUSE COMPETITIONS 

Junior 5-a-side 
Newton v Dalton 

Sharman v Franklin 

31.1.12 – Lunch Time Sports hall Miss Lawson 

Junior 5-a-side 
Franklin v Dalton 

Newton v Sharman 

07.2.12 – Lunch Time Sports hall Miss Lawson 

All years Girls only Netball 
Sharman v Dalton 

Newton v Franklin 

21.2.12 – Lunch Time Sports hall Miss Lawson 

All years Girls only Netball 
Dalton v Newton 

Franklin v Sharman 

13.3.12 – Lunch Time Sports hall Miss Lawson 

All years Girls only Netball 
Franklin v Dalton 

Newton v Sharman 

27.3.12 – Lunch Time Sports hall Miss Lawson 

Primary Festival Calendar 

Year 5/6 Tag Rugby 28.2.12 1pm – 2.45pm School Field Trevor Richardson 

 + Sport leaders 

Year 5 Sports hall Athletics 28.2.12 1pm – 2.45pm Sports hall Miss Lawson 

+ Sport leaders 

Year 3/4 Tennis Challenge 

(Nelson Thom comp) 

06.3.12 9.30am – 

12.15pm 

Sports hall David Wise 

+ Sport Leaders 

Year 3/4  Tennis Challenge 20.3.12 9.30am – 

12.15pm 

Sports hall David Wise 

+ Sport leaders 

Other Events 

Young Tennis Leader Course 

(selected pupils) 

07.2.12 All Day Sports hall David Wise 

Miss Lawson 

U16 Badminton Championships 09.2.12 All Day Penrith Leisure 

Centre 

Mr. Campbell 

S pring Sports Calendar 

N umeracy Day 
 

This year we have introduced termly 
Literacy and Numeracy days. 
 
The whole school successfully took part 
in a numeracy day before Christmas in 
which teacher highlighted elements of 
numeracy through their subjects. Pupils 
then had to evaluate the numeracy they 
had done throughout the day.  
Mr Hailwood was particularly impressed 
when one pupil explained to their maths 
class the next day that, “I have realised 
you can use maths in loads of different 
areas!”  
Watch this space, more numeracy days 
to follow. 



W ar Horse Trip 
 
On Thursday the 26th January the Year 10 GCSE History group and the Year 9 English group went on a joint trip to see the film Warhorse at 

Dunmail Park Plaza cinema.  We set off just after morning break. 
Once we got there we were all allowed to buy some food and drink to eat during the show.  We then were directed to our screen, which was privately hired 
so we were the only ones in. 
 
The film was great and had an amazing storyline.  It was based on the book by Michael Morpurgo and was directed by Steven Spielberg . It was about a 
boy called Albert who raised his horse called Joey to originally be a farming horse.  When the war broke out Joey was sold to the army and ended up 
being given to the German army.  Two boys in the end, who were Germans, ran away on the horses and ended up sleeping in an old windmill.  The 
Germans found the boys and they were shot but the horses were left to a young French girl and her grandfather.  The Germans then got the horses again 
but when Joey’s friend started to struggle Joey was left to run away but unfortunately got stuck in no man’s land.  He was then released by a German and 
a British man and by the flip of a coin was given to the British side.  In the end he was reunited with Albert when it was announced a horse had been 
found, although he was nearly lost when the French man came back for it. 
 
It is a film worth watching and I would definitely recommend it.  The scenes were very realistic especially in the trenches and the story was very good, 
although it was very sad! 
 
By Hannah Smith Yr10 

War Horse 
 
On Thursday 26

th
 January 2012, the Yr 9s and the Yr10 history group 

went to see War Horse.  The film was very interesting because at the 
start of the film it was very slow to get into the film and also it was very 
hard to understand.  But as it went on it got more interesting.  I got told 
about the film and I got told it was very sad, but I thought it was 
overrated. 
 
Some scenes in the film will help us understand about the trenches and 
what happened at war, also we should have a bit more understanding 
because the scenes are realistic. 
 
We all had different opinions about the film and some people cried all 
the way through and others didn’t enjoy it. 
 
The film was about a horse that went to war in WW1; his owner didn’t 
want to give him up.  But his dad had to for money; the horse survived 
all the war and met up with his owner at the end that’s how it got the 
name War Horse. 
 
Overall I think the film was interesting but I expected more. 
 
By Ashleigh Forster 

War Horse 
We left at 11.15am on the Thursday morning and after an eventful bus journey we arrived at the 
cinema at Workington. 
Everyone filled themselves with popcorn, sweets, fizzy drinks and slush puppies.  We went and 
took our seats in Screen 2 and waited for the film to begin. 
 
The film was about a thoroughbred horse which wasn’t bred for work, a failing farmer buys the 
horse for a lot of money and takes it back home. 
 
The farmer isn’t happy with the horse but his son convinces him to keep it, the farmer agreed 
but on the condition that the son raises it and use the horse to plough one of the fields.  The 
son (Albert) succeeds and begins to have a fantastic relationship with the horse. 
 
The war begins and the horse (Joey) is sold to a war officer.  The officer promises to look after 
the horse and does so….until he is killed. 
 
The rest of the story is based around following the horse through different scenarios/situations 
until the horse and Albert finally meet at a war hospital in the trenches at the Battle of the 
Somme. 
 
By Ellis Coulthard 



F orthcoming Dates 
 

February 
 
Tuesday 7

th 
  Internet safety day 

Wednesday 8
th 

  Roast dinner day 1:15pm 
    Yr 9 Parents’ Evening; Options 6:30 
 
 

Half term  
Mon 13th to Friday 17th February 2012 

 
Monday 20

th   
 Yr 11 Astrophysicist talk 

 
 

 March 
 
Thursday 1

st
    Core Science Yr 11 resit 

    Yr 7 & 8 Parents’ evening 6:30 
Monday 5

th 
  Maths paper 2 

Wednesday 7
th
   Yr 10s Dip tet polio vaccinations 

Friday 9
th
   GCSE PE Moderation 

Tuesday 27
th  

GCSE Hospitality / Catering exam in class 
Wednesday 28

th 
 GCSE Art controlled assessment all day 

Thursday 29
th 

  GCSE Art controlled assessment all day 
Friday 30

th 
  GCSE RMT coursework deadline 

    Year 7 visit University of Cumbria 
    Rotary Club dance  

 

S tamps 
Please continue to collect and bring in to school , old 

used stamps from any letters or parcels you receive. 

Mrs Baird sends them off to raise money for Eden Valley 

Hospice. A worthy cause. 

 April 
  

 Easter Holiday  
Monday 2nd to Friday 13h April 2012 

 
 
Wednesday 18

th   
Roast Dinner Day 1:15 

Thursday 19
th    Year10 GCSE Hospitality & Catering Task 1  

Friday 20
th
    Year 10 RoAs home to parents 

Wednesday 25
th 

  Year 11 MRVS practical exam pm 
     Year 8 girls HPV vaccination 
 

 May 

 

Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 
 

Week beginning 7
th
   Year 7,8 & 9 Assessment week 

Friday 11
th
    Year 11 BACS GCSE exam  

Tuesday 15
th
   Year 10 Science GCSE 

     Year 11 Science GCSE 
Wednesday 16

th 
  Year 11 Hospitality & Catering unit 2 GCSE 

Thursday 19
th
    Year 11 MRVS GCSE exam  

Monday  21
st
   Year 11 Biology GCSE exam 

Tuesday 22
nd

   Year 11 Eng Literature 1 GCSE exam 
Wednesday 23

rd
  Year 11 PE GCSE exam 

Thursday 24
th
    Year 11 Chemistry GCSE, Eng lit 2 GCSE exam 

Friday 25
th
    Year 11 Hospitality & Catering Unit 4,  

     Year 11 Spanish GCSE 



  

G o online 
For everyone who completes these 6 online 
courses before the end of March we will 

receive a donation of £5. 
The courses are free and straight forward to use. 
Ask your son or daughter to show you how to set 
up an account then work through the courses. It is 
vital that you complete them all for the donation to 
be made. 
 
Don’t forget to click on the Pirelli name as that is 
the centre we are to use. 
 
               3450829 Pirelli CA2 6AR 
 
 
Please encourage all your friends and family to 
sign up and complete them too so we can access 
more funds to help support your child’s education.  

R affle 
Solway Community Technology College is launching a 
raffle to raise funds for school with the top prize of a 

Mountain bike, value £250. 
The lucky winner will be able to choose the height & colour. 
Tickets will be on sale in school @ £1. 
 
The bike featured here is simply for illustration purposes and is 
not necessarily the type or style of bike which is the top prize.  



War Horse 
 
It was Thursday the 26

th
 January and the day that Year 

10 GCSE History group and the Year 9s (who had 
studied the war in English) were going to the cinema. 
We all boarded the coach with high expectations and 
some of the Year 10 boys burst into chorus.  As we 
pulled into the entrance of Workington’s Dunmail Park it 
appeared to be fairly busy. 
We went to the cinema and queued for popcorn and 
sweets (it wasn’t busy in the pictures as they kindly 
opened it just for us). We all gathered into screen 2 and 
took our seats and waited for the film to begin. 
The film was set back in the 1940s so their dress sense 
was a little different to ours. A horse was bought at a 
local market by a farmer with very little money, to 
plough his fields for him.  When the farmer returned 
with the horse his wife was less than thrilled (as it was 
small, not like a farm horse).  The farmer’s son took a 
shine to the horse and called it Joey.  Later on in the 
film, a lack of money got too much for the farmer and 
he sold Joey to the army.  The son of the farmer was 
devastated and made a promise to Joey that he would 
find him.  Later on in the very emotional film Joey and 
Albert (the farmer’s son) are reunited after a few awful 
situations. 
 
This film was very sad and contained a lot of 
information.  The scenes of the trenches looked very 
real, the picture was brilliant, some points of the film 
became boring but it was still good.  4 out of 5! 
 
By Clara Irwin 

War Horse 
 
On Thursday 26

th
 January 2012 the Year 10 History class and Year 9 

English class went on a trip to see War Horse at Workington. 
 
War Horse is a gripping and touching film about Albert and the horse he 
had brought up from young, Joey. 
 
The story line of War Horse is about a young horse that was thought to 
be useless and good for nothing but actually becomes a very remark-
able animal.  Joey was actually brought up by Albert.  When everyone 
had given up hope.  Joey been a horse that couldn’t plough a field be-
came such a strong creature he made it through the war. 
 
Throughout the film there is a heart touching bond between the horse 
and the boy and a promise to be united. 
 
By Courtney Nichol-Wilby 

C DC  
We would like to thank Andrea Davies and the other members of the CDC which used to operate from the Primary School, for passing on the residual money 

left after the CDC ceased to exist.   

We used the previous donation at school to deliver computer lessons to the community. Although they weren’t very well attended, those who did come found them 

very useful.   

Raff Colossi, our ICT Technician, provided some know how on Ebay, Facebook, installing printers and managing photographs.   

We will use these extra funds to run something similar so if anyone has a suggestion of a topic they would like to be covered please get in touch with school.  We 

have already have been asked to run another Ebay session so that people can buy and sell with ease.  The dates and topics will appear in The Buzz. 

Mrs Quinn 

S mart Response 
Staff are developing  
opportunities for pupils to 

use these response handsets 
with our Smart 
interactive 
whiteboards in 
lessons.  
 
Not only does 
it make 
lessons more 
varied but 
pupils and 
staff receive 
instant 
feedback from 
assessments. 

 
Miss Jones will be working with 
pupils to evaluate homework 
and the use of ICT in lessons 
over the next few weeks. 



Y ear 11 BACS Controlled Assignment  
On 18 & 19 January, the whole of Year 11 undertook a 
controlled assignment in Business and Communications 

Systems.  They had 4 hours to use some previously prepared 
work; they worked from 1pm – 5pm.  I was so proud of the way 
that they worked.  They were committed to achieving the highest 
mark for the piece of work which is 25% of their final GCSE grade. 
I’d like to thank them for showing the determination to succeed. 
Mrs Quinn 
 

M ock Results Day  
We took the opportunity, as we have done now for a few 
years, to give Year 11 a taste of what it will be like on 23 

August when they finally receive their GCSE results envelope to 
open.  Mrs Baird explained the benefits of looking forward to doing 
that after having worked hard and revised in a structured and 
organised manner. The pupils were very nervous and took it 
seriously and I hope that they went home and shared the news 
with their parents.  Some were disappointed I’m sure, but armed 
with that piece of paper and the Record of Achievement, I hope 
they can see what they have to do over the next 3 months.  It’s 
such a short amount of time but will affect them for the rest of their 
lives.  We want them to do well and to do that, they need the 
support of staff, peers and everyone at home. If a pupil can go into 
the exam room knowing they have completed as much revision as 
possible, they have had a breakfast or lunch, a good sleep the 
night before and have the right equipment with them, then they will 
produce an exam paper that is the best they can do.  If any parent 
has any concerns at all both Miss Jones and myself are more than 
happy to help so please get in touch as soon as possible. 

Y ear 10 OCR National ICT  
Year 10 pupils are busy working on 3 units for this 
qualification which will be moderated and awarded in the 

summer of this year.  They all have a lot to do, both at home and at 
school.  All the units are on Moodle which is accessed through the 
school website; pupils  must get used to working hard in their own 
time.  It is good preparation as they approach GCSE exams.  Some 
pupils are behind but they know who they are and are hopefully 
trying to remedy that.  If you have a child in Year 10, please do 
encourage them to keep up to date with deadlines. 
 

U ndergraduate talks 
Lesley Maddison left our school in 2009 and went to 6

th
 form 

in Carlisle to do her A levels.  She is now at John Moores’ 
University in Liverpool studying Forensic Psychology and Criminal 
Justice, which she is really enjoying.  She came to talk to our Year 
11 to give them some pointers about 6

th
 forms, A level courses, 

applying to University and being brave enough to take that giant 
step into the world on your own and be away from friends and 
family.   
We really enjoyed her visit and wish her well with her course. We 
will be inviting other speakers to school to talk to the Year 11 to 
widen their horizons and give them a taste of the variety of options 

open to them all post 16. 

A utism Society & School 
The Non uniform day at the 

end of the autumn term raised 
money for the Autism society and 
school funds. Many thanks to the 
generosity of all involved. 



S olway pupils working hard for disadvantaged children in our area. 
 

Solway Community Technology College has teamed up with 
CFM Radio to raise as much money as possible for CFM’s 
charity “Cash for Kids” which gives opportunities to 
disadvantaged children in Cumbria and south west 
Scotland. Our school is in competition with 23 other schools 
in Cumbria to see who can transform their ideas into 
business ventures that will raise money for Cash for Kids. 
The competition closes 16

th
 March and the winning school 

will receive a live performance from Xfactor contestant Sophie Habibis. 
 

S olway ready to make a splash! 
16 pupils from year 11 are just a few weeks away from an action packed weekend at 
Dunolly Adventures in Scotland. The weekend will be crammed full of exhilarating 

activities such as gorge walking, kayaking and topped off with a spot of Grade3/4 white water 
rafting on the river Tay. The pupils are nervous but excited about the challenges they will face. 
The pupils will be accompanied by Mr Sunter, Mr Down, Mr Green & Miss Lawson who are 
also keen and eager to see what the weekend has for them. 

 

S ki trip 
Solway school is now just  
over 1 year away from the ski  

trip. Mr Sunter has teamed up  
with Ski & Sport to organise a  
week of Skiing in the high 
altitude resort of Bormio, 
Italy during February half 

term 2013. The trip includes all travel, accommodation, 
food, lift pass, equipment hire, insurance with 4 hours of 
tuition per day. The trip is being offered to Solway pupils 
at the amazing price of £779.  
10 pupils have already paid their deposits but there are 
still places available. If you wish to speak to Mr Sunter 
further about your child joining the trip then please contact 
him on 016973 31234. 


