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December 2011   W e wish you all a Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year. 

 We have had another busy half term, beginning with an  
Ofsted Inspection of our English department. These survey inspections are carried out at random 
on all schools which have been judged Outstanding or Good. The Inspector, Ms Kime, spent two 
days with the pupils and staff in the English department before declaring that Solway continues to 
provide a `Good` curriculum and teaching by an efficiently led and well managed department, 
enabling pupils to achieve `Good ` results. Well done to Mrs Scholey 
and her team. 
 We welcomed JJ Jegede to school in November. It was 
fabulous to have an Olympic athlete to talk to our Sports Leaders and 
GCSE PE pupils. He will be back in the new year to continue with the 
project  that Ms Lawson is running with the Year 10 Sports Leaders. 
 The Year 9s had a brilliant day last Friday, working in teams for 
the Enterprise Challenge. One team, as you will read inside, came 
3rd. A fabulous result! 
The Year 10s have had their Rotary Cookery competition while the 
Year 11 double GCSE Hospitality & Catering group spent this Friday 
and Saturday preparing, cooking and serving at their Banquet for over 
100 guests. No mean feat. A culmination of their efforts this term 
which equates to 60% of their award. They were all splendid and received nothing but compliments 
from the guests all evening; not simply for the food, which in itself was delicious but also their 
courtesy, professionalism and attention to detail. Mrs Cooper can be proud of them all. 
The Year 11 mock exams have come to an end; the results will be presented after Christmas in the 
same way the real results will come out in August, to give the pupils a rehearsal of the actual event. 
 We have our Community Christmas Lunch on Wednesday, Carol Service on Thursday, and 
Years 7 to 10 will bring their Levels and Motivations home.  We finish at 1pm on Friday 16th 
December.   Pupils will return after the Christmas break on Wednesday 4th January while  

 Staff have a training day on the Tuesday 3rd January 2012. 
   Lois Baird 
   Head teacher 

 

 



E nterprise Challenge 
Mr Green, Mr Down, Ms 
Hudson and Mrs Allison 

accompanied the Year 9s to the 
Energus  building in Workington on 
Friday 9th December for an E Factor 
challenge, open to schools, business 
and colleges. 
Our pupils, in teams of 5, competed 
against adult teams from the 
University of Cumbria, STEM 
ambassadors, Sellafield as well as 
other schools and sixth forms.  
Not only did they do well but one 
team, comprising Beth Stephenson, 
Carmen Neilly, Lucy Winter, 
Charlotte Robertshaw and Amy 
Hocking came 3rd! They beat 16 
other teams including the University 
of Cumbria and were only beaten by 
a big team from St Joseph's and 6 
adults from Sellafield.  
A great day for all of them and lots of 
compliments from the organisers and 
staff involved. 
 
Well done Year 9. 

C ertificates 
Pupils who have earned their Bronze, Silver or Gold Smart mark certificates will be presented with them during our final assembly on Friday 
16th December. Those reaching the top categories will also receive a £10 token. Just perfect for Christmas. 

We will also reward those pupils who have 100% attendance with certificates and each name will be entered for the monthly draw for £10. It is 
vital to maintain your attendance at or above 95% in order to achieve your potential. 
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J J Jegede 
We were delighted when a current GB athlete came to talk to our pupils on 
Tuesday 29

th 
November. As part of the Sky Living for Sport programme, 

Miss Lawson had managed to secure the services of an outstanding GB long 
jumper to launch her Yr 10 Sports leaders project. 
JJ introduced himself by saying his job was  “to run and jump in the sand; 
who wouldn‟t want such a job!” 
In an earlier assembly, in preparation for this visit, Mrs Baird and Mr 
Campbell had used a tape measure to show the whole school just how far 
his personal best jump of 8m 4cm stretched. We were all very impressed, 
especially with his jump over 3 Mini cars when they were re-launched. 
 JJ told us that in order to make the cut for the 2012 Olympics he would need 
to jump 8m 45cms, so has still some way to go. We all wish him luck with that 
and look forward to cheering him on to a gold medal. 
He inspired the pupils by explaining how he wasn‟t particularly good at the 
long jump when he first started but was determined to succeed so worked 
hard at it. He is currently training in Gateshead and will be back at Solway 
school in the new year. JJ has a degree in Banking & Finance but wanted to concentrate 

on athletics as he had found it was something he could do well. He 
enjoyed a reading lesson with Yr 7s as well as a tour around 
school and a Q & A session with the Yr 10 GCSE PE pupils in the 
Sports Hall. 



Y ear 11  - AQ 
This term has been really busy for Yr 11.  They have had a Maths GCSE 
on 9 November, Science resits on 26 November and mock exams in most 

subjects.  Some subjects have also being carrying out Controlled Assignments; 
Spanish, History and English and there are more of them to come.  BACS 
Controlled Assignment is being held on 2 sessions on 18 and 19 of January 
from 1pm - 5pm.  A Science GCSE is in January and Controlled Assignments 
are taking place in other subject areas.   
The results of the mocks will be available to the pupils after Christmas, when 
we hold our mock Results day, to emulate the August event in preparation for 
the real thing! 
 
Please check your child‟s planner to see what their homework is and sign it.  
Encourage them to do some homework or revision every night as they will 
always have some set.  This will make the final push in May and June much 
easier.   
The next big date for parents of Year 11 is the Careers Destination Evening on 
25 January at 6.30.  Not only will staff be available to speak to but Post 16 
providers will also be in school.  There will be staff from all the 6th forms and 
colleges, training agencies and Innovia for you to seek advice from.  Andy 
Wallam, the Connexions Personal Advisor will also be here should you need to 
speak to him.  All Year 11 pupils will have had their first interview with him by 
then and he will be aware of the aspirations of 
your child.   

S tanwix – AQ 
Another big thank you to Claire Austin 
and Steven Stanwix who made us feel 

very welcome when we 
went bowling at the start of 
November.  It was delicious 
food and we all had a lot of 
fun. 28 year 11 pupils went 
with Miss Jones and Mrs 
Quinn. 

A nti Bullying Week – AQ 
This year the theme was „Stop and think, words 
can hurt‟, with each house having an assembly 

using material from the Anti Bullying Alliance. In addition 
all Year 7 and 8 pupils had been doing a piece of work 
on the cyber aspect of bullying in their ICT lessons with 
Mr Gray, Mrs Quinn‟s GRTP student.  We are very pro 
active about bullying in our school.  Please be assured 
that if your child is being bullied and they tell an adult in 
school it will be dealt with immediately. 
   
Pupils also have access to an email address 
staysafe@solway.cumbria.sch.uk in case they don‟t feel 
brave enough to speak to someone; Mr Harris will get in 
touch with them.  Bullying goes on in every school but 
we like to think we deal with the problem quickly.  If it 
becomes a problem, it is often more difficult to deal with, 
especially when what happens outside school comes 
into school. 

mailto:staysafe@solway.cumbria.sch.uk


Some of our top Yr 7 English pupils 

took part in pilot tests for the NFER 

( National Foundation for 

Educational Research) this week.  

E nglish Stars 

Currently the KS2 SATs test pupils up to  

Level 5 but the Government is thinking about 

introducing tests that go up to Level 6 so that the 

brightest pupils are challenged. These tests are being 

piloted with selected  Yr 7 pupils throughout the 

country.  

The pupils must have achieved  

                       excellent results  

                          in reading in  

                            their KS2 SATs.   

                   We  were  

                 delighted that  

       Macy Baker, Shane Boydell,  

Maddie Yarnold, Billy Harrison, 

Natalie Whitfield, Emily Smith, Ben 

Goodman  and Calum Spence were 

able to take part in these tests.  

             The NFER were very  

              grateful for their help. 

                  Gillian Scholey 

C hair of Governors 
My name is Denise Scott, I have been 
a governor at Solway for eighteen 

years and chair of governors for four years. 
I am linked to the 
English department 
and follow their plans 
closely, meeting 
regularly with Mrs 
Scholey and feeding 
back to the Governing 
Body   I also have 
responsibility for Child 
Protection and along 
with Mrs Baird have 
responsibility for the 
appointment of staff.   
I am a member of the Finance committee 
and chair of the Pupils and Parents 
committee, whose focus is the wellbeing of 
the pupils. 
 Governors have devoted a lot of time to 
ensuring policies and procedures are in 
place in school, that they are regularly 
reviewed by the committees and followed 
by staff. 
The main focus of the Governing body has 
been to ensure our staff deliver high 
standards of education. The Governors 
have regular presentations from staff and 
work closely with the Head ensuring we are 
well informed and able to make informed 
decisions. 

O fsted 
Congratulations to the English 

department for gaining a `Good` 
Ofsted grade for their department 
following the survey inspection 
before half term. 
This confirms the work that the 
school is undertaking continues as 
`Good` by Ofsted standards in all 
four areas assessed; 
Achievement, Quality of Teaching, 
Quality of the curriculum and the 
Effectiveness of leadership and 
management in English. 



B oys Football 
The boys U16 soccer team have done 

fantastically well this season reaching the quarter 
final of the Cumbria Schools competition. 
The first round game was away to Samuel King‟s 
School in Alston, which we won 2-6 in appalling 
weather conditions. Round 2 was against Stainburn 
at Workington. A very tight game in which our 
second half performance secured a 0-3 win. 
The quarter final game was fought out with our 
nemesis Nelson Thomlinson. Unfortunately, our 
rather „sleepy‟ start left us 3-0 down in the first 10 
minutes and 4-0 down at half time. However, a 
much more spirited second half was rewarded with 
a couple of good goals. We sadly went down 5-2. 
 
The U15 soccer team have also done well this 
year. They too have reached the quarter final of the 
County competition beating Netherhall Sports 
College in round 2. 
We have home advantage to either Newman, Sam 
King‟s or Limehouse  School before the end of  
Autumn term. 
 

B adminton 
Solway will be taking 4 badminton teams to 

the county championships in January. Last year we 
had a KS4 girls team represent Cumbria as county 
champions in the North of England finals. We are 
hoping for similar success this year. 
 

R ugby 
The year 10/11 rugby team had their first win 

of the season beating Stainburn 5-19 in a fantastic 

game in Workington. Big thanks to Mr Miller for 

providing the opposition. 

N etball 
The first half of the season has been very successful.   
We have played St Josephs, St Benedict‟s, Whitehaven, West Lakes Academy 

and Stainburn.  The yr7 team is making progress and beginning to find some patterns 
in their play. The yr8 team has made huge progress this term and has already won 3 
matches, last year they won only 1!  In yr9 we have a strong team of determined girls 
who have progressed incredibly well.  They have won all their matches in the league 
so far this season and in the Copeland and Allerdale tournament they were runners 
up.  This qualified them to go through to the County finals against the other district 
finalist. Although not winning all their games they acquitted themselves really well and 
I was extremely proud of them. 
The senior girls continue to produce a high standard of play and have yet to drop a 
match!  However we still have very stiff opponents to face and they will have to be 
really focussed to continue their run.   
Several girls are getting extra practice after school on a Monday 3-4pm and have 
shown a marked improvement.  There is also the Ladies netball training session on 
Thursdays from 6.30 to 7.30 for all yr9 and over.  These sessions are enormously 
beneficial and open to all levels.  The girls who attend gain confidence, practice some 
advanced skills and get to play with adults.  The cost of this is £1.50 and is a great 
way of getting fit and improving skills. 
Congratulations to the girls who are attending the West Cumbria Netball Academy.  

Their standard of play is 
improving and they are all using 
advanced skills in the game.  
Also may I thank all the parents 
who are involved in taking their 
children to these training 
sessions and matches they are 
so obviously benefitting from it 
in every  way. 
If any parent would like to 
accompany us to away matches 
you are most welcome if there 
are spaces, just let me know. 
Best wishes for Christmas  
          Sandy Brown 
 

U14 netball team                               
They got through to the County Finals!!     
                        Well done.      



A wards Evening 
It was such a lovely evening; the stage looked wonderful thanks to the First 
Responders‟ backdrop and Mr Gilmour’s lights, the Christmas tree had arrived 

earlier in the day and had been decorated beautifully by the Yr 11s as part of their 
GCSE Hospitality & Catering coursework preparation for the forthcoming banquet, the 
trophies gleamed in the twinkling fairy lights, thanks to Mr Tatlock and the certificates 
and prizes were all ready for distribution, thanks to Mrs Wise, Mrs Long and Mrs 
Tallontire, guests, pupils, parents and family were seated in anticipation. 
Mrs Baird made the opening address, explaining how this was one of the best 
evenings in the school calendar, where staff rewarded those pupils who had achieved 
due to their hard work throughout the previous year. She went on to thank the staff for 
their hard work and dedication, the pupils for 66% achieving 5 GCSEs at A* to C, and 
to the community for their support. She explained the recent English survey Ofsted 
inspection, which took place just before half term, had produced their report which 
confirmed that Solway was a „Good„ school. The school had been as busy as ever, 
raising money for various charities, Breast Cancer, Children in Need, Samaritan‟s 
Purse, RNLI, taking part in sporting events and welcoming in JJ Jegede the Olympic 
long jump hopeful and coping with boilers which were well past their sell by date. 
The good news, which she had received, only that afternoon was that the local 
authority was not only going to replace the boilers but that the school would receive a 
whole new heating system. The project is due to start at Easter and to be finished by 
September 2012. No more will Mr Wigginton need to teach in a fridge, no more will 
pupils need to complain about it being too cold in the Music room, we hope! By zoning 
the school too, we should be able to save money in the future on heating bills; the 
Library and the Nursery will be able to run their heating independently of the rest of the 
school. The bill, which could be as much as £300,000 will be paid for by the LA. Great 
news! 
Our Guest of Honour for the evening was Samantha Parker, the West Cumbria 
reporter for ITV Border. She is no stranger to the school, having reported on our 
Catering team winning their national award in 2010 and has a connection with our 
English department. She explained how she had been shocked by her mock GCSE 
grades when she was at school which had given her the push she needed to achieve 
well in the real event and at A level before moving on to University. This is exactly the 
message our current Year 11s need as they are taking their mocks this week. 
It was fitting too that our Year 11s from last year were able to hear how everyone 
encounters difficulties of some description on the way and strives to overcome them to 
achieve their goal. 
Pupils from current Year 8 to Year 11 received their cups, trophies, vouchers, 
certificates and with each was a citation explaining the reasons for the award; 
something I hope which will be treasured for their own children to see in the future. 

Guests then were able to mingle while enjoying seasonal refreshments thanks to Mrs 

Hoodless and Mrs Caulfield. 



C ongratulations to all our 
Award winners 

It has to be said that many of our 

winners each year receive more than 
one nomination from the various subject 
areas. It is, therefore, extremely difficult 
at times to limit the winners to one or 
possibly two awards while making 
everything else equitable. 
Obviously with GCSE success it is more 
straightforward, though we do try to 
reward endeavour as well as 
achievement. 
 
It was a very positive evening and our 
thanks must go to the local community 
who support these awards each year. 
Without them we would not be able to 
hold such an event. 



C urrent and ex pupils receive their prizes and 
certificates from Samantha Parker, West Cumbria 

Reporter for ITV Border . 



A irline Day 2011 
Wednesday 23

rd
 of November was certainly a day to remember for all year 9 pupils participating in this year‟s Airline 

Day activity.  The weeks of planning and preparation undertaken by the pupils came to fruition with the production of a 

range of appetizing and delicious three course meals.  I was very impressed with all our pupils, they were not only very well 

organised, but had obviously given much thought to the presentation of their work and had in a large number of instances 

practised their meals at home prior to the day.  The skill level demonstrated was very high as was the level of cooperation 

and team working that enabled all pupils to be ready to display by 2.15pm.  The standard this year was exceptionally high 

with the vast majority of pupils receiving a Gold Award and three pupils, Joel Baker, Carmen Neilly and Megan Kendall 

achieving the Diamond Award.  Very well done to all who took part.   Mrs Cooper 



S amaritans Purse – Shoebox Appeal 
 
Once again our pupils have demonstrated their 

generosity and compassion for others in their recent 

Shoebox challenge.  This annual challenge was launched as 

a House competition with a target of 40 boxes, (10 per 

house) for the school population to aim at.  I am delighted to 

be able to report that a total of 53 boxes was in fact produced with FranklinFranklinFranklin   

winning the House competition and thus the 25 house points.  NewtonNewtonNewton 

came second, Sharman Sharman Sharman third and Dalton Dalton Dalton fourth.  I am really pleased that so 

many pupils took part in this challenge and would like to thank them all as 

there are 53 children around the world who will now have something to 

open on Christmas day.  To put this in context with other schools locally, 

our 53 boxes shown below with some of our pupils, represents 33% of our 

school population and as such is the highest percentage of all local schools 

that we are aware of.  Well done Solway! 

F orthcoming Dates 
 

January 
 
Wednesday 4

th 
  New term 

begins 
Wednesday 11

th
   Yr 11History Controlled  

    Assignment 
Thursday 12

th
  Yr 11Science exam 

Wednesday 18
th  

}     Yr 11 BACs controlled  
Thursday 19

th 
   }   assignment 

   
Friday 20

th 
  Yr 11 RoAs to Parents 

Monday 23
rd 

  Literacy Day 
Wednesday 25

th
   Yr 11History Controlled  

    Assignment 
    Yr 11 Parents’ evening; 
     Destinations 6:30 
Friday 27

th
   Non uniform SoS day 

Tuesday 31
st  

Yr 10 Parents’ Evening; 
     Subjects 6:30 
 

 February 
 
Wednesday 8

th   
Yr 9 Parents’ Evening; 

     Options 6:30 

   Half term  
Mon 13th February to Friday 

17th February 2012 



D ear JJ Jegede 

 JJ Jegede is the second best in the United Kingdom for long jumping. It was 

exciting for him to come into our school and tell us about his life story and his sports life  

JJ Jegede was 1 month old when his father left his mum, him and his 3 sisters. His mum 

had 3 jobs so she could get money to put food on the table for them, and after a while his 

mum did not have enough money to pay the rent for his house. So they often had bailiffs 

at their door telling them to move out and find somewhere else. By the time JJ Jegede was 

15 he had moved houses 20 times. Now he is living in Gateshead where he is doing his 

training. JJ Jegede trains Monday – Saturday every week and he trains 4 – 5 hours on 

Monday, 6 – 7 hours on a Tuesday, 4 – 5 hours on Wednesday, 6 – 8 hours on a Thursday, 

4 hours on a Friday and 3 hours on a Saturday. JJ Jegede went to a primary school in 

Hackney called Morningside. He said that it was the worst school in the world and he was 

a very shy person. 

 He left primary and went to a secondary school where he had to travel 1 hour every 

day to school which was tiring for him. In his primary he played table tennis every week 

and he was always on the lower table. He started to go to table tennis practice every week 

and after 2 months he was on the top table and he was always there, and by the end of 

year 7 JJ Jegede was a county champion table tennis player. 

I think JJ Jegede was very interesting to listen to about all the success he has had even 

though he has gone though a lot in life. I am very happy he came in and how lucky we are 

to have him to come into our school. It has made me think I could have a good success in 

life if I keep trying and doing things more than once. 

Thank you JJ Jegede. 

From Lucy Winter. 

P upil Leadership group 2011 / 2012 
 

H ead girl                        Sophie Harrison 

H ead boy                    Ryan Morris 

 

 

L ead Peer mentor               Hannah Kent 

L ead prefect       Luke Brierley         Anne Witter 

 

 

S ports Captain: girls       Emily Scott 

S ports Captain: boys      Patrick Brough 

 

 

H ouse Captain: Dalton   Zoe Forster   Jack Wallace 

H ouse Captain: Franklin Leoni Carr   Mitchell Robinson 

H ouse Captain: Newton Kayley Wilson    Ross Jefferson 

H ouse Captain: Sharman  Megan Wise     Mark Houston 

 

 

L ead learners Lisa Bervoets Zoe Forster 

                           Charlotte McQueen    Billy Charters      

          Dionne Blake         Tanya Provence 



R emembrance Day – AQ 

On 11 11 11  we gathered all our pupils in the 
school hall for our annual Remembrance Day 

assembly.  This year we showed a video about two19 
year old soldiers recently returned from Afghanistan, 
who had both lost limbs in the 
conflict.  Our pupils were very 
respectful of these young men 
and were keen to find out what 
had happened to them since the 
video was made.  We would like 
to thank all those who bought 
poppies to raise money for the 
Royal British Legion, whose video 
we also showed. 

R eceptionists 

We have been giving our Year 
9s the opportunity to try their 

hand at running Reception while our 
Admin team have their weekly 
meeting.  Mr Tatlock has been on 
hand to answer the door but the 
pupils spent time this morning 
learning the ropes before being in 
charge for the half hour slot. This 
involved answering the phone, taking 
messages, signing in visitors and 
general admin tasks. 
It was a very popular position; I think 
they enjoyed it and it certainly is good 
preparation for the world of work. 

Y ear 5 Maths Day 
On the 24

th
 of November many pupils from our feeder 

primary schools joined us in a „Get Rich Quick‟ day. The 

pupils needed to buy and sell answers to questions in order to 

make a profit. With this growing profit they then traded in 

treasure hunt clues to solve a logic puzzle. 

Working in teams they had to decide how to 

effectively manage the tasks in hand and 

were all very successful in doing so. The 

pupils  had a great time! When giving 

feedback they thought that „hunting clues 

was fun as well as the challenging 

questions.‟  

The winning team came from Mawbray and Allonby, so well done 

particularly to them. We look forward to teaching all these bright 

brains again in the future. 



Rehearsing for carol singing at Good Companions. 

Alice Johnson, working with Soulway. 

C hristmas brings a busy time. The School 
singing group has  worked their way through 

some carols for the school carol service and for 
Carol Singing at Good Companions.  
Ian Kellett’s Soulway has been asked to sing at 
Cumwhinton and Penrith to support  the `Limelight 
trust‟ and of course we are always looking for acts 
for the school talent show on the final day! Well 
done to Hannah Kent, Sophie Harrison, Megan 
Wise and Dionne Blake for a excellent entry last 
summer. 
On top of this plenty of support is required for 

Reece Whylde’s „Chrimbo bash.‟ Reece will be 

DJ‟ing, mixing, scratching, beat 

boxing and MCs the whole night.  

We just need plenty of pupils to buy 

their tickets. 

S oulway. 
Ian Kellett arranged a visit from Alice 

Johnson, Performing arts teacher at Richard 
Rose  Morton Academy to encourage singing and 
movement to his afterschool singing group. Alice, 
who graduated from LIPA, encouraged a range of 
movement, simple dance techniques and 
improved posture to develop their performing 
skills. In the words of Katie Garner – „It was 
superb!‟  

M usic Department 
News 

Another busy term.  
At the end of last term, the Year 11 
music group performed a variety of 
songs and music for visitors and 
guests on arrival to the First 
Responders Awards Evening.  
Songs varied from „Rolling in the 
Deep‟ by Adele to „I kissed a girl‟ 
by Katie Perry.  
Well done to all. 
 
Thanks to Reece Whyde for the 
photo  



V iews from behind the scenes at  a busy and successful 
Banquet. Calm and orderly, so professional. 

Well done  to Mrs Cooper‟s Yr 11 GCSE Hospitality & Catering 
group. 



Solway Community Technology College 
 

Liddell Street, Silloth 
Cumbria CA7 4DD 
 
T: 016973 31234 
F: 016973 32749 
E: office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk 

www.solwayschool.co.uk  

 
Head teacher: Mrs. Lois Baird B.A. 

Breast Cancer Awareness month

£466

2011 

E quipment 
We hope that Father Christmas will make 
sure that each pupil has a pen and pencil in 

their Christmas stocking so that they will have the 
right equipment for the start of 
the new term.  We would like 
pupils to make a New Year‟s 
Resolution to bring a bag to 
school, which has a planner, 
pen, pencil, ruler and calculator 
with them to school each day.   
 
 

This is so important and we would 
expect parents to  help our pupils 
understand how being correctly 
prepared is part of their whole 
commitment to their education. 

E mail 
If you wish to receive school 

letters and the newsletter by email 
and you are not already on our 
mailing list, or should you wish to 
comment on anything in this 
newsletter please email  
office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk   

S WEETS AND DRINKS IN 
SCHOOL 

We only allow water in school. Pupils are not to 
bring in sweets or fizzy drinks or gum. 
 

U niform  
Black school trousers or a black school 
knee length skirt, are essential items; not 

fashion item but sensible school wear, as listed 
in the planner and prospectus.  
Reminder: One pair of stud earrings only. 

C hildren in Need 
Pupils and staff raised £166 from a non-uniform day for 
Children in Need. 

mailto:office@solway.cumbria.sch.uk

